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| READER. 


«Jan you have by way of Preface in Com- 
mendation of this Track; b a Leiter 
from the Reverend Mr. Cuptle, „which 

is now in the Publiſher's Hand: which 
is as follows. 5 


Miniſters in Carrick, and eminent Chri- 
ſtians, have frequently heard Him tel} 


the Matters of Fact, which you have be- 


fore you. 


He was the moſi minen Pious Man 


I ever knew, adern'd with all the Chri- 


ſtian Graces and Virtues, His Life was 


a Life of Prayer, Meditation and Holineſc; 


he was. a good Huſband, one of the belt 5 


of Parents, a kind weten, a choice. 
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HAT you have in the Sheets 1 
ſent, I Wrote from his Papers 
and from bis Mouth. Many 


Chriſtian Friend; he excelled in Meek- 
nets, Modeſty and Simpathy ſhin'd in e- 
very Station and Relation wherein God 
placed him; and ina a Word, was one of 
the moſt knowing, judicious, ſolid, de- 
vout Chriſtians, I ever was acquainted 
with. I appeal to all the Miniſters and 
Chriftians in Carrzck, for the Truth of 
the above Character, and for the Matters 
of Fact contilin'd in this Tract. 


Dear Sir, 


Kirkoſwald, May Tours to ſerve you. 
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Will. Cupples 


(4 . 
N 
1 A EIN * þ 7 
' Þ 4 ; : N > >< »S $1 
ito, rd E * 
S Ny r 


0 5 Rr. 8 | 

- Rare Soul strengthning 

e 1 | * | 
Comforting Cordial, - - 


- FOR“. 
„Old and Young Chriſtians: 


Being the laſt Advice of Jobs Stevenſon im: 
the Shire of Air, to his Children and 
SGrand- Children. 0 


Y Dear Children and Grand- 
Cbildrea, knowing that I muſt 
oe. ſhortly.put off this Tabernacle, . 
aud being fully perſwaded ofthe 
8 Reality that is in Religion, and 
that Godlineſs is greet Gain; I. 
cannot but leave ſome Teſtimo- 
* dy behind me of my real Con- 
cern, ſor your never Dying Souls; which I chooſe: 
to commit to Writing, that when I am gathered to» 
my Fathers ye may at your Leiſure Kead what: 
GOD has done for my Soul, and may be thenee : 


encouraged to ſet your Hope in OD. | 
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I. I (hall in the firit Plan Give you an Account 
ol ſome Exerciſes. of Soul, 1 have met with ia my 
n | | | 4 
II. Shew what Remarkable Providences I have 


bren Tryſted with, and many of them the Return 


ot Prayer. h ; 
III. I (hall mention ſome Texts of ' Scripture, 
w hich have been the ſubject Matter of ſweet Medi- 


tation to my Soul. 


IV. And laſtly, I ſhall give you my laſt and beſt 
Advice. { . | | 


7 As to my Souls Exerciſe. | 
The firt Time I found my Heart ſenſibly En- 
2aged to the good Word, and Way of the Lord, 
Was in the Days of my Yomth, when there was 
little or no open Viſion; becanſe faithful Paftors 
were driven into Corners. The Lord in his Pro- 


Vidlence brought me to hear Mr. Zhames Kennedy, 


ance: Minifter in Lefſwade, but at this Time thrown 
out of his Charge, by the Rage of the Frelater; th: 
Place where I hoard him was in the Hall of K11s- 
chan, Where he LeQufed on the 129 P/alm; then 
anc. there fel} I in Love with the Word, and Ordi- 
nances of GOD, and through Grace have through 
ieveral Tribulations, adhered to the Purity ot Doc- 


ine, Diſcipline, Government and Worſhip, which 


is now Eftavliſhed in the Church of Scotland; my 


> Sitter, my Wife, and Wite's Brother, were at the 


lame Time with me engaged to the good Way of the 

Lord, and were all of us about the ſame Age. 
After my Heart was thus Diſpoſed ſeriouſly, te 

ork oat my own Salvation; I fell under grea 


Diſcouraxement i Fri, Becauſe of my Ignoranc 


2d1y, Recuuſe of my. want of Chriſtian Experience 
4 0 the-VirHi,, che Lord made me to Hope 
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would be cured, and the Word on which he cauſed 
me to Hope, was in Prov. 11. 3, 4, 3. verſes, He bore 
it in on my Mind, and I took it as the ground of 

| wy ſure Hope, and I muſt own to his Glory, he 

bas ſent kis Word and healed me of this Plague in a 
competent meaſure. | 

„As to the 2d, My diſcouragement for want of. 

- | Chriſtian experience: The Lord brought to my 

mind the vi Chap. of Hef. and 3 Verſe. Then ſhall we 


nov, if we follow on to know the Lord, &c· and from 
this made me Hope, the Lord would ia due Time 
acquaint me with the Experience I wanted, and 
would grant me the experimental Knowledge of | 
- himſelf; and I own to his Praife, he has been as j 
|. od as his Word, OT ITS ö 
F On the back of this, I was violently affaulted l 


'SY with Atheiſtical thoughts of GOD, and ſo far op- | 
- | preſſed with them for a confiderable I ime, that my | 
5} Bodily ſtrergth was impaired thereby to a great de- 
gree; at that Time, I was ignorant of Satan's devices, 
d too cloſely kept the Devils ſecrets, by not un- 
o-J lolding my diſtreſſed Cafe to ſome Chriſtian Friend; 
en but this 1 aiways found, that theſe un worth) thoughts 
11-8 of GOD filled me with Horror, and Ineither allows 
gh} ed them, nor-extertain'd them, but at the Time could 
not diſcern, that they were Satan's fiery Darts, but 
rather charged them on my ſelf, which ſtill increſſed 
my trouble; however it pleaſed the mercifull GOD: 
to rebuke the Tempter, by making his PerfeQtions 
fine on my Soul, when I was gazing en his won- 
derfull Creature the Sea; and gradually manifeſted! | 
himſelf to me more and more, when viewing his- 
rea Works, til at length I fad his glorious Being and 
Per fections {thine forth brightly, in a refrefbing: 
drink of Water which I took, and afterwards more 
ene 
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a and every Flower of the Field, till I firmly be- 
licved that he was, and the Rewarder. of them that 
diligently. ſeek him; which happy outgate from the 
fearfull. Pit and miery Clay, filled my Soul with 
great Joy and Pleaſure and long after I was ao - 
ed to Read GOD in all his Creatures, with great 
ſatis faction. k | 
Aſter a conſiderable Time in the Year 1678, 1 
heard Mr. John Cunningham in the Ghurch-Yard of 
Kirk michael, Preaching on the 2 Cor. v. 20. Now 
+ thert we are Ambeſſeders for Chriſt; as though God- 
did beſeech you by us; we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead 


be ye reconciled te . What he mainly inſiſted on. 


Was, That by Nature we were in a tate of enmi- 
ty againſt God, and had need ts be reconciled to 
God. When he opened up this ſtace of enmity a- 
gainſt GOD, I was filled with fear that I was in 
that ſtgte, yea, perſwaded and convinced in my 
apprehenſion that i was fo, I was made to ſee clears 
ly the Evil and danger ef ſach a ſtate, and his 
Arrows did ſtick faſt in me, becauſe 1 concluded 
L was one of the anwiſe Sons, that had ſtack. long 

g in the Place of the breaking forth of Children, and 

; had not got fully out of the ſtate of Nature. When 

be came to Apply his Doctrine, he Exhorted all 
to come out of this ſtate of enmity, and expoſtulated 
ſeriouſly with us, in order to enforce the Exhor- 

tat ton K 


conciled to GOD, and reſolved never to be eaſy. till 
it were ſo. ' $M 1 | 
 Aﬀeer this in the ſame Year 1672, and 12th, of 
| Auguſt, I heard Mr. John Welfb on Creigaow- HAY, 
who Preac'd on the above-named Text, 2 Cor. v- 
20. and inſiſied chiefly on this, We bafeech you Le ye 


Both Doctrine and Application had great weight 
with me, and made me go away longing to be re- 
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recor:ciled to GOR: In (peaking to which Words»: 
the Lord helped his Servant, not only to ſhew wha! 
it was to be reconcil'd to GOD, but alſe earneſtly 
to preſs Reconciliation, and to make a free, full ant 
preſfing offer of Glorious Chriſt, as Mediator and 
Days-Man, and the great Peace-maker, who would 
make up the breach, and bring abeut this much 
needed Reconciliation 1 being fully eonvinged 
how greally I needed this Recanciliation and Days» 
Man, Who is the only way te the Father; 1 wit 

all my Heart and Soul did cordially and chearful- 
Iy make the Offer wellcome, and without known 


guile did accept of, and receive glorious Chriſt on 


his oun Terms in all his Offices as Mediator, and 
did give my (elf away to the Lord, in a perſenal 
and perpetual Covenant. never. to be forgatten; ac- 
cepting of GOD for my Lord, and my GOD, and 
wy Gaide to the Death, and great Reward after it, 
reſolving tho! range Lords had Dominion over 
ne, yet henceforth 1 would be called by his Name, 
whom 1 now Avouched fer my only GOD and 
Lord; upon which I took the Heavens, Barth, and 
Sun in the Firmamert that was ſhining on us, as 
alſo the Ambaſſador who made the Offer, and Clerk 
who raiſed the P/alms, I ſay, I took all theſe to Wit» 
neſs in the great Judgement. Day, that I had upright- 
ly and cheaciully, enter'd into this Eyerlaſting Mar- 
tiage Co enaſit, reſolved through Grace to be ſted- 


| faft in his Covenant till Death: Aſter which my 
Soul was filled with Joy and Peace in Believing, 
It was a Joy unſpeakable and glorious, having now 


got good Hope through Grace, that tho* he was 
Angry, yet now his anger was turned away. and 
he Was now become my Salvation: I rejoiced in 
the Thoughts of my new Relation to GOD the 
Saviour, and felt the Raviſhing ſweetneſs of a Re- 

. concib'd. 
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concib'd State, and went away firmly reſelving that |. 
I would walk all my Days, in the bitterneſs of my 
Soul, and never be vainly lifted up, . but would 
fear the Lord and his goodneſs, who had ſo far con- 
| deſcended to ſtoop fo low as to Pardon a Rebel, and 
be reconciled and pacified to me, after all J had done, 
and all my Bones at this very Time ſhall, and do Cry 
out, who is @ God like unto thee, à God keeping Cove- 

Fulneſt end mercy, endure ts all 


nant, and wheſe fei 
Generations, 
Tho? after this ſenſible and ſweet Covenanting 
with GOD on the Hill of Creigdow, I always ſtudi- 
ed to improve this Covenant Relation with GOD, 
according to my various Caſes, Tentations, Neceſ- 
ſities and Diftreffes, yet the moſt memorable Time. 
of my Renewing this Covenant, was at Creizder- 
roch in Nithſlale, in the Year 1536, where in ſecret 
Prayer, the Lord determined to renew that Cove- 
nant I had entered into with him on Crajgdow- Hill, 
and wonderfully condeſcended to brin 
were nigh to his Seat, and AIPd rey Mouth with Ar- 
guments, and allowed me to plead with him, as a Man 
does with a reconciled Friend, there was I helped 
with great enlargement, to renew and adhere to the 
eycrlaſting Covenant, and there the kind God mani- 
felled himſelf to me, otherwiſe tken to the World, and 
I may ſay, that truly my fellowſhip was With the Fa- 
ther, and with his dear Son Jeſus, in as ſenſible a way 
and eminent degree, as ever I met with before or fince, 
| y times he has been even ſince kind to my 


F me as it 


tho' man 


Soon after this whileſt at Creigderroch, my ſpirit 
was overwhelmed within me, on the account of a riſ- 
ing generation, and for fear of a departing GOD: 
and Glory, I was frequeatly obliged to retire to 
folatary Places, and with an aching Heart, tr 
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Circumftances that poor Pgſterity would be in, if God 
-fhould leave theſe Lands; I faw that the Rage of 


fall Shepherds, had put ſcme of them to Death, and 
were reſtleſs in purſuing others, ſo that they had 
ſcattered the Lord's Flock, and made them wander 
| on the Mountains in the dark and clondy Day, 
>. ng oblidg'd Chriſt's Sheep which know his 
Voice, but will net follow a Stranger, to wander 
from Sca to Sea; and from one part of the Land to 
another, to Hear the pure and good Word of the 
Lord, and many times could not find it: All this 
made my Seul cat down within me, for all Fleſh 
had Corrupted their Way, theſe who were in Power 


and Authority, ſeemed 4e bid Chriſt depart out of 
our Coaſts, and many alſo were the Provocations 
of Sons and of Daughters; our ſolemn Covenants 
wherewith we had bound our ſelves to the Lord, 


7 


Were too little Regarded by a great many; all this 
I'd my Soul with fear, leaſt glorious Chriſt ſhould 
then I thought if he would not return with a Preach- 
fed Goſpel in plenty and Purity, we had been the 


Heep Diſtreſs, to lament over ariſing Generation, and 


Whileſt 1 was in this Melancholy Caſs, I had 


| 
' {kd Glory. 
Ly 
7 occaſion to bear Mr. Yomes Renwick, Preach, who 


Hrop'd a Word to the Monrners in Zion who were 
orrowfull, becauſe the ways of Zion Monrned, and 
one going up there as formerly to her ſolemn Aſſem- 


t 

> blies, He bid ſuch take Courage, for Chriſt would 
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| ling Soul, and wringing of my Hands, bewail the ſad 


2 Prelatick Perſecution, had Baniſned many faith. 


e provok'd not to return again to poor Scotland, 
ruel Generation who had ſent him away from our 
ſelves and poor Pofterity; which obliged me in 


arnefily to entreat, that Glory might yet dwell in our 
Land, and that he would return tous, with a depart- 


. 
: 
* 


by an irrefiflable gale of his Spirit, that he would 
and here I deſire to dwell, and that he wou 


and Purity: On which wy diſcouragment eyanifhs 


fectation of the Poor to fail for ever, eſpecially ſeeing Þ 


and has fince let me ſee Jeruſalem a quiet Habita- 


6 3 | 


vet Comfort Zion and return te theſe Lands, ir ſpits 2 
of all Oppoſition. He advanc'd ſeveral Arguments or 


grounds of Hope, that be would yet return with a 
departed Glory; but I being perplexed in Spirit, did 

in my own Breaſt muſter up many Objections againft- 
all his grounds of Hope, and ſo ſtill flrengthne uy 
ſelf in my diftreſſing Unbelief; at length and at laft, þ 


he advanced this for our Encouragement, that God F + 


had born it in on the Minds of honeſt Minifters and 
Chriſtians on Scaffelds, and at the Hour of Death, F 


) | 2y. rig pap foo re rhe fy rx — 


yet ſay concerning this part of Zion, here is wy Reft, 
| d cer- 
tainly return with the Goſpel Diſpenſation in Plenty 


— 


ed, for theſe Tidings of great Joy, for I perſwaded 
my felf, that the ſecret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him, and that GOD would never ſuffer he e- 


— 3 - 


he inpreft them with this Hope in a Dying Hour, 
at a Time when they were filled with Joy and FeaceJ 
in Believing, and ſome of them going as a Prince 
before his Seat, and geting an abundant enti ance 
Miniſtred to them into the Heavenly Kingdom. And 
now bleſſed be his Name who baniſhed my Fears, 


tion, and Glory dwelling in our Land near Forty 
Years together, and none of Zen Enemies now to 
make us afraid, the Lord has brought back our Cape 
tivity like ſtreams in the South, and when he did 
ſo, we were like Men that Dreamed, he fli'd our! 
Mouths with Singing and our Hearts with Joy, and 
the Righteous Lord hath cut the Cords of te un god- 
Ty Crew, | | 2 
And I miſt ay to his Praiſe, that before the Mer-ſ 
cy came; he Remarkably pour'd down a Spirit off. 
| Prayer 
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ö Prayer on us, and fo prepared our Hearts ard 


bowed down his ear to hear; and on atter refes— 


tion as well as at the Time, I'm fully convinced te 


never bid the Houle of Jacob in their mott Melan- 


+ Choly Circumſtances, ſcet his face in dan; but that 


it's good, yea beſt for us at all Times, to diaw ucar 


to GO. 
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len Man, 


of 


Some time aſter my former happy ontga!e, from 
my above mention'd Diſtreis; 1 tound the Clouds 


$ returning after the Rain, and my Soul envicon'd ang 
* beſet with thick Darkreſs, tho? I continued to hase 


a deep ſenſe of my loſt ſtate by Nature, and that 
I could not help my ſelf, tho? 1 had defiroyed my 
ſelf, yea, tho! I was convinced a Remedy wits pro- 
vided and that there was no other Name by which 
I coul1 be Saved, then the Name of Jeſus Chriſt; 


yet I apprehended, and. was afraid, that I had re- 


ver got a ſaving Diſcovery of the way of Saly a- 


tion, through a Mediator, and concluded be was 


an unknown Chriſt to me. This perplexed my 
Soul for ſome Weeks, üll one Day I was in the 
Fields, and Meditating on the Works of GOD, 
where I was allowed to Read the. Perſefions of 


_ GOD, in every Creature I obſerv*d, that all of them 


had Obeyed the Law of their Creator. and never 
in the leaſt ated contrary to the Will of him. MRO 
by his Pewerfull Word had given them a Being: 
This brought me to Conſider, how Man bad cars 
ried towards his Lord and BenefiQor, and ſpcedi- 
ly I found, that tho' GOD made him Upright, yet 


he ſoon ſound out many Iryentions ur worthy of 


his GOD, and was the only. Creature exceptivg 
Devils, that ever diſobeyed his Holy Juff, and good 
Commandments, on which the depraved fate of fal- 
(and my own in particular) was more 
fully laid open to me, * what 1 could well con- 
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cee before: But all of a ſudden, a bright Diſplay 
ot Redeeming Love did with Power ſhine in upon 
y. ſoul, that 1 was filled with Wonder, atihe amazing 
Hod will af God to fallen Man, to a Creatare ſo 
unworthy, ungrateſul! and Rebellions, when at the 


ſame Time, ke had not only reſolved to Pardon his 
Rebellion, and bring the Eleck World into Favour * 


again, but would do all this by ſending his own 
Son, to be a Propitiation for the Ele&s fin, when 
a little before he had Doom'd the fallen Angels to 
Endlels Miſery, without the leaſt Pity or Com- 
tagton ſhevn to them, tho? of a nobler Rank by their 


_ fartt Make than Man. All this I ſay, fo filled my 


Soul with high thoughts of Refeeming Love, and 
2 Rrong A1miration of all the Perſections of God, 


which thined ſo bright in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, | 
and in the Way of. Man's Recovery from his loft 


Eſtate, that my Mouth was filled with Praile, and 
my Soul with Joy; I thought I never could Praife 
him enough, who was exalted above all Bleſſing 
and Praiſe, on which 1 invited the whole Creation 
to join with me in my melodious Song: I beſpoke 
them ia the Words of the P/lmiſt, in the cxlviil. 
Plaim, Praiſe hin ye Sun and Moon, fraiſe him ye 


Stars of Light; Fire, Hail, Snow, Vapours and flormy 


Wins, and all that he hath made, help me to ſound 


ſorth the Praiſes of ſo great, ſo good, ſo conde- 


ſcending, and fo faithfull a GOD. Haring finiſh- 


ed for that Time ye Song of Praiſe, 1 concluded 
le 


with Prayer, and alter it went on my Way rejoyc- 


ing. 

Then all of a ſudden the Kooring Lyon did at- 
tack my Soul; I was not by this Time ignorant of 
his Devices, but well acquainted with his Wiles : 
ite powerſally (aggeſted to my Mind, that now 1 
had g a brate list of Chriſt, I heing perſwaded 
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bour, but when ever a favourable Gale came, or a 
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it was one of his Hell ſtratagems to make me. 
think meanly of my attainment, 1 anſwere! the E- 
nemy with a holy Boldneſs, and with an audible 
| Voice, what haſt thou O Eremy to ſay againſt it? 
Jo which the Tn ter ſpeedily replied, x on ncver 


4 ask'd it you had an Iatereſt in that Sayiour, on 


hole Account you ſo much Praife; to which I 
Replyed, alas, that Charge is too true, tho' thou 
| hait been a Liar from the Beginning, in this thou 
| ſpeakelt Truth; on which 1 looked up and Cried 
10 GOD, and beged he would let me know where- 
with 1 ould Anſwer the Enemy. Immediatly it 
was impreſt on my Spirit, that a GOD of In tinte 
\, ©. 2odnels, Mercy and Þ aithtulne(s, would never have: 
.. wade me ſo Rejoice in his perte&ions, being ſo gloti- 
ovlly diſplay'd in the great Work of Man's Redem - 
tion, if I had not an Intereſt therein, and I told the E- 
V nemy, that the GOD who had made me glad at bis: 
Salvation, would not, could net deceive any of his 
Creatures, and in this would I traft. The Eueny 
than ſaggeſted, that I would not always be in ſuch 
a Frame; 1 Replied. that I fear'd, but that 1 lamented, | 
but told the Timprer, tho? I ſhould mect with 1 7 
bl:/ts, after all this San fhire, I would imitate the 
Wiſe Marirer in a nlter Ses / 27, who Keeps in Har- 


Springstide of Heavenly influences, I thould be in 
readinefs to cheriſh the Motions of the Spirit, and is 
the mean Time would wait upon GOD, as a God 

of [udgement, and the God of my Salvation; & hole 
Salvation had now ſet me vp on high, and made ne 
Ride on my high Places,” Upon which the Ereny 

leſt me for a Seaſon; and I for ſome Time was filled: 1 
with Joy and Peace in Belicving. 1 
Sometime after the above Exerciſe, I was in a cor 
3 fidasable 
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\erable ontward Treuble, and having earreſtly en- 


treated GOD to deliver me out of it Ivowed that my 
Fraiſle hould no longer wait for G9D, or be lent in 


Zin, then he would be to me in this Particular the 


Hearer of Prayer, and ſo I bound my Soul in the Pre- 
lence of 69D, to ſetapatt a Day for Thank ſziving) 
if he would condeſcend to grant my humble Requeſt, 
and particularly that in the 23, 24, 2s. verſes, Of the 


xxii. Pſalm, ſhould be a part of my Song, Namely, 


Te that fear the Lord, praiſe him; all ye the ſeed of Ja- 
cob, glorifie bim, and fear him all ye the ſeed of Iſrael ; 


for he hath not deſpiſed nor abherred the Affiietion of the * 


Aflifted:; neither hath he hid his Face from him, but 
when he Cried unto him, he heard. My Praiſe ſhall le of 
hee in the great Congregation: 1 will pay my vows bt 
fore them that fear him. | 


Accordingly it pleaſed the mercifull GOD fo re- 
gard the Voice of my Supplications, and to command 
of my Trouble; whereupon I reſalved to Sacri- 1 


fice to G9D, the Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, ana pay 


my Vo 2209 the Lord, Bat when I had fix'd the” 


Day; The great Advegſary of GOD. and Man did 


aſſault me with his fiery Darts, to keep me back from 


paying intke Rent of Praiſe, which was due by me 
to my great Deliverer, alledging that I need not 


Praile fo ſoen, for 1 was {till under many Troubles, 


ſuggoſting that I had beſt delay my Day oi Praiſe, 
till att my Troubles were removed, and than I might 
kecp one Day far all: to this I was helped to Anſwer. 
that I/rae! of Old when carried fafely through the 
R:d Ses, did ſing their Song to him who ſaved them, 
when they knew they were juſt enter'd into the Wil- 


dernchs, where many Troubles did abide them, and | 


as they did, ſo would I; accordingly I ſpent a Day 
in returning Praife, and found the CO whom I a- 
dor ed, very Kind to my Soul. 

. 3 Atſter 
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After ſome Time I found a Cloud arifing, whiz 


I may ſay as the. Propher in another Cale that at: 


rſt it was as a Man's Hand but gradually encreaſ- 


ed, till it covered the whole Heavens as it were andi 
hid from. me the refrething and lightfome Rays: 
oi the Ser of Rightonſi.eſs ; I may tay 1 feared ta- 
enter into the Cloud, and it was tte greateſt aid ot 
longeſt continuarce, that ever I niet with in the 
Houſe of my Pilgrimage, the Lerd covered hin- 
(elf with a thick Cloud, and made Darkneis his Pa- 
vilion, and tho? 1 cry'd, yet he ſeemed to ſhut dur 
my Prayers: This Cloud laſted for two Years anc; 
ſome Months, The tuft Year my bitter Complain, 
was, He hath hid his Face, and 1 cannot be trouÞ-... 
led, for my firoek is hecvicr than my groaning, i he 


ſecond Year my mournfull Song was: He hoth H 


his Face an I am troubl:d, In my tirft Years Diſ-- 


4 weſs, his Arrows tuck faſt in ne, and his Hand 
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did preis me fore; my Hound did Hrk and were: 


Gorrupted, and there was no ſourdrefs in my Fleſh, 
the Arrows of the Almighty did Driut up my 
rits, Night and Dey his Hand lay heavy uten me; {01 
that even my Bedily. moiStyre was turned inte the: 


| droug/i of Summer; when I ſaid ſometimes : , 


Couch avorid eaſe my Gomflaint, Iavas filled with; 


toſſing bo the: dabning of the Day, and 'then' 
in te Morning the Cry was, when will it. he: 


Night, and at. Night, when will it be Morn... 
ing; I remembred GOD and was troubled, and 5! 
communed. with my Heart, wherewith I might caſe 


my ſmart; I remembered ihe Days of Old, When: 


he led me thro? the Wilderneſs, andthe Spirit of tt e- 
Lord as I thought had cauſed me t reſt, but now 
Was I ready to Cry out ts an Mercy een gone: 
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Ti it ire in very deed, that the Lord hath Forgot to 
he gracious, hath he ſhut up all bis Bewels, of. tender 


. Mcrcy in his Wrath, doth his Promiſe fail. for ever- 


more, I was ready to conclude that all. Men were 
Liars, and all former Experieaces were Deluſions, 
and. yet glad to Cry out, 0 tht it were with me as 
in Months fpaft, when ihe Candle of the Lord did ſhine 


ujon my Tabernacle, and when by his Light I walked. | 


through Darkueſs: But fill the Comſorter that ſhould 


relieve my Soul was far from me, and my broken 
Bones were never like to rejoice. Tho' it be ſaid, 
hae hideth his Face but for a Moment, and that 


his Anger endureth bat for a Night; yet the Time 


of my fad Exerciſe ſeemdahe longeſt Period of my 
Lite, for Joy was never like to come in the Morn- 


ing. The ſecond Year. of my. Diſtreſs, I was made 


11:Gced to alter a little the ground of my Trouble, 
and cry out, he hes hid his Face and I am troubled.” 


In wy firſt Years Exerciſe it was a g1eat part of 


w Burden, that I could not. be duly Bnrdened, 
hen the Glory was departed from me; but now 
1 was made to own, that as he hid his Face, ſo this 

was my trouble, and. indeed my trouble was ſo great, 


that I could not well peak; amidſt all my down-. 
<aſting, I had the Ro2ring Lyen to graple with, 


who likes well to fiſh in maddy Waters, he grong- 


y ſaggeſted to me that I ſhould not eat; becauſe- 
1 had no Right to Food, or if Iventured to do it, 
the Enemy: aſſured me, that the Wrath of GOD 
would go down with my Morſel, and that becauſe 
I: had forfeited a right to the Divine Favour, and 


therefore had nothing to do With any. of -G O D's. 


Creatures: Tothis I Anſwered, that even the Wick 


ed hat a right to Eat and Drink, by the Law of. 
ven 


*Qceation, and the indulgence of Providence; for e 


& 


ami} 


| l 1 from Day to Day about my ordinary employment, 


eccution of the ſormidable Sentence, yea J alledged 1 


| v3. 28, 8 

an Earthly Judge had ſo much generoſity as to al-- 
low a Condemned Criminal, to be fed on Bread and 

I Water, at leaſt till the Day of Execution, and how 
much mote Compaſſien would G OD ſhew to his 
Creatufes, the Workmanſhip of his Hands, even 
tho* under a Sentence of Condemnation, as long 
as he pranted .the Reprive, or. ſpared the Ex- 


had a Civil Right by the Laws of th. Land, and 
ought to make nſe of it for the Preſerving of the 
Life which GOD had given, even as I was a Mem- 
ber of the Society in whica Providence placed me. 
However ſo violent were the Tentations of the 
ſtrong Eremy, that I frequently forgot to cat my 
Bread, and durſt not attempt it, and when through 
the perſwaſion of my Wite 1 at any time did it, 
the Enemy throngh the Day did buffet me in a vi- 
olent way, aſſuring me that the Wrath of GOD. 
had gone over with what I had taken, thus went 


broken and much born down, and the weak Body 
ſcarce able to ſubſiſt any longer; than the Enemy 
perſwaded me, if I would tell my Caſe to any Chri- 


ſtian Friend, I could not give a greater evidence of, 
groſs Hypocriſie than to pretend to Soul Exerciſe: 
In this I was indeed the Devils Cloſet Secreter, to 
my great prejudice ard Satan's advantage, for had 
] reveaPd my diſtreſs to an Interpreter, one among a 
Thouſand, the Enemy (by God's aſſiſtance) might 
ſooner have been foiled : But as my Wounds did 
ſink, ſo my folly made it ſo, having erjoin'd my. 
Wi e, to let nore know my Diſtreſs and Exerciſe. 
"The Enemy after all did ſo purſue me, that he vi- 
elently ſuggefi to my Soul, that ſome time or 
other, God would ſuddenly deftroy me as with a 
Thunder-clap, which ſo filld my Soul with Fea 
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me, to receive the Divine Blow, ſtill expecting it 
was a coming; yea, many Nights I durſt not ſleep, 
leaſt L had awakned in Everlatting Flames, and in: 
this dceadfull Contuſion, have Prayed on my Bed 
whole. Nights, that GOD would avert the feared: 
Vengance, Ieryed to him out of the depths, and deep. 


his billows went over me, yet. I was never like ts. 
hear his loving kindneſs in the Morning, yet ſtill I: 
had my Prayer to tue God of my Life, ſometimes cry- 


ſhall I go thus Mourning bY the oppreſſion of the E- 
nemy, its like « ſword in my Bones, whiles my foes- 
where is thy GOD: At another time crying out; 0. 
ſerrd forth thy light aud thy truth, let them be my guides, 
and then will I go to the Altar of God, to God my ea- 
ccediug joy; ſometimes I have ſaid, O my ſor] why ar: 


my diſtceſſd Soul, Hope. hau in God for I Hall yet 
praiſe him, who is the health of my Countjenance aud 
my God, Whileſt thus I. was in the fearfall Pit, and 
{ſinking in the Miery Clay, it pleaſed the kind God to 
deyiſe means, that his baniſhed might he again brought 
Home, and ſoon atter did ſay deliver him from goin 

. down to the Pit, for I have found a Ranſom, an 

my outgate from the Pit wherein was no Water, was 
in the following manner. 


Vacant, he had intimated: to us, that we were not 
to expect Sermon that Day, accordingly he ſtudied 
for | Kirkmiczael, but a Providence falling out on the 
Saturday prevented his going there, which made 
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and pain, yet every now and then, I looked about | 


called to. deep, at ihe noiſe of his Water Spouts, and all” 
ing out, My Rock, why forgetest thou me ſo, how long 


upbraid. me, and whilcſt the Enemy ſays unte my Soul,, 


thou caſt down within me, and why thus diſquieted in 
me; but yet after all, I durſt not venture to ſay to- 


The Prezbytry had appointed our Miniſter Mr.. 
Crewford, to ſupply at Kirkmichael, which was then: 


[24 
him ſend Word to ſome near his own Church, that 
he would Preach.at home, becauſe he was inſuper- 
J ably obſirufied from going to Kirkmicheel. On the 
I $445ath amidit my great Diftreſs, I went to the 
' Þ Houſe of GOD, for I ſtill loved the Habitation of 
his Houſe, the place where his Hengur dwells, and there 
that Day be ſent his Word, which afterwards heal- 
Jed my Soul. The Miniſter laid afide his ordinary 
for that Day, and Preach'd from the Text he had. 
A fiudied for Kirkmichael; which was this in the xlii 
1 Plalm, G my Soul why art thou caſt down &c. I 
thought when he Read his Text, that he ſingled 
me out with his Eye, and looked always my ways, | 
I andina Word, his whele Sermon Was ſyited to 
the ſeveral parts of my long and ſharp Exerciſe, fo. 
I that] was amazed what to make of the Providence; | 
| in the multitude of the thoughts that rolled within 
me, the Enemy ſuggeſted, that if the Miniſter had 
not plowed with my heifer, he had not red my Rid- 
e, and did i6inu2te that my Wiſe had told the 
Miniſter's Wife my Diſtreſs, and inat ſbe had 181d 
her Husband, and therefore he had choſen the Sub- 
ject on purpoſe, ſo the Enemy ſuggeſted 1 was a Fool 
to take Comfort which came not from GOD, but 
only from Man; en which I ſuſpended my taking 
comfort, till tenquired at my Wife, if ſhe had diſcov- © | 
' ered m Cale to any, and from her J ſound ſhe had þ 
never Cevulged it, this made me on the Maunday go 
to Mr. Grareford, and enquire how he came to chaſe 
that TT ext that Day; he Anſwered he always ſought 
Dire&tton from GOD in chuſing what he was to 
Preach on: Aſter which the Lord ſhined on his. 
Word and Providence, and ſaid as it were to the- 
E Priſoner go ſorth ſhew your ſelf: The Lord 
egan that Day to knock off the Fetters wherewith 1 
had been long bound, and ſometime after more emi- 
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nenty ſhined upon my needy Soul, at a time when 
my Wife was nigh unto Death, but wonderfully 
brought back from the gates of it, Rejoice not thou 
over me O mize Enemy, tho" I fall T fhall ariſe, tho“ I walk 


in darkneſs, the Lord will bs a light unto me, tho! he 


cauſed long grief, yet had he Compaſſion, according 
to the multitude of his tender Mercies, and ſuffered 
not the Enemy always to rejoice over me. 

Sometime thereafter Satan flood at my right Hand 
to reſiſt me, and charged me with all my Sins, and 


the aggravations of them, as allo al} my Plagues of 


Heart, and enquired by his ſtrong ſuggeſtion whe- 


ther or not 1my ſelf being Judge, could Ithink that 


ſach Sins and Grace could dwell together, to which 


] readily replied, I thought they could not, upon 
which I raz'd the very Foundation, and in a moment 
deſtroyed what I had been many Years a building: 


My trouble however was ſo great, I was obliged to 
take my Bed, being grieved at the melancholy 
thoughts of my having deceivetmy ſelf, ſo rude was 
I, and as a Beaſt beſore him, that I could not in this 
dark hour live by Faith, it was indeed the hour and 
power of Darkneſs; grieved was J and loath to call 
2ll that ever I met with a Deluſion : Yet ſo ſtrong 


was the Tentation, I could not read my Evidences 


for, or Title to bis Favour, all this not only made- 


me take my Bed, but threw me ina Fever for ſome 


Days; and then the Enemy did ſorely affault me, and 
afſured me, he would either dwell for ever in my 


Heart, or deprive me of the Exerciſe of my Reaſon. | 


Upon. which I told my Wife what the Adverſary 
bad threatned, and deſired that the would go aut 
and Cry to 00 in my behalf, and I would in the 


mean time, Entreat his appearing for me in ſuch a- 


ſtrait, and diſappoint my Malicious Buemy: Ac- 


God 
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cordingly fhe went out to Prayer, and I Cried to 
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GOD on my Bed, 3 of the Depths; and hearti- 
requeſted that Satan might neither be permitted 
to dwell in my Heart, or diſtraet my Head. Dear 
Lord, ſaid I, gather not my Soul with Sinners, for 
cannot think of ſach a Helliſh Gueſt; O Lord I 
thine lav e thou me, Enthrone thy ſelf in my Heart, 
1 let not the Enemy have Enterance there, I have 
Renounced the Devil. ard will never. be led Captive 
by him at bis will, © he maintains that Grace cannot 
| Y dwell with my Corruption, but thou knoweſt my 
| YSin is my Buiden; O wretched Man that I am, who 
N ſball deliver me from this Body of Sin and Death, Lord 
a I long tor Victoty over it, and that through the Blood 
 'F ofthe Lamb, theretore dwell there in my Heart by 
| thy Spirit of Grace, that Satan may have no Room 
©) inerein: And dear Loi d, let not the Enemy deprive 5 
me of Reaſon, leaſt thy Name be Blaſphemed among 
6 the Wicked, leaſt thg Prophane redicule Religion and 
I Cry out, take up the Proſeſſor, he is now diltrafted, 
I and all his Religion has been only a Notion in his 
Brain by many Arguments I beg'd of God, he would 
rebuke Stan, and plead the Cauſe that was His own; 
on which the Lord that choſe Jeruſalem ſeemed to 
ſay, 1s nt this a brad plucked out of the burning, and 
charge was given to take eway my filthy Garments, and 
| cloets me with changes of Raiment, ſo the Adverſ;ry 
was put to falence, and my Wife came in ſmilling with 
the Hopes of it, the Lord having enlarged her ſor me 
in Player. I immediately was not only healed in 
Spirit but in Body, my Fever was Rebuked as well 
as the Enemy, and I got wp and put on my Cloaths, 
after I had lain fome Days in trouble beth of Body 
and Mind, and thus got a new Occaſion of ſetting up 
my Ever, owning that hitherto the Lord had 
Mak i» | 
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Some time aſter this the Enemy again purſued my | 


Soul, and charged me afreſh with my Sins, and mains» | 


taimd I was nothing but a Hypocrite, and had beſt 


quite the-Way of ny for the longer 1 conti- 


nued my Profeſſion, I would encreaſe my miſer y 
the mote, this he muck infiſted on; but I being per- 
ſwaded, that in my Spirit I allowed no guile, 1aſ- 
ſured the Enemy, I could not, nor would not give 
up with the good way ef GOD, fer the Lord had 


all along ſhewn me great kindneſs; fince ever len- 
gaged in his way and Service, I could not there- 
fore ſo fooliſhly and ungratefully requite the Lord, 


as now to turn my back upon him, I had found his 


Yoke eaſie and his Burthen light, and none of his | 


Commandments were grievous to me: Beſides I was 


convinced, that none was ſuch a good Maſter, to 
whom then ſhonld I go, if I would turn my Back 
on him, who only had the words of eternal Life; there- 


fore, there was none in Heaven or upon Earth that I de- 


fired for a Lord and Maſter beſide him: Yea I was ſure 


that what advantage the Enemy got over me naw, or 1 
at other Times, was becauſe of my Sins, and what 


might J yet expect would I fo far Tranſgreſs, as 
wholly to quite God's Way; therefore J afluced the 
Eneny, that in God's way I would conftantly go on 


in the ſtrength of God the Lord, and would ftill | 
make mention of his Righteouſneſs and his only. 


A few Days after I came to the Sacrament at Kirks/- 


Wald, and on the Saturday as I came towards the Tent, | 
the Adverſary fuggeſted, that all my Provocations | 


and Heart Plagues were Written on my Fore-kead, 


and that all the People were gazing at them, he ſo far 
prevailed as to make me fit down in hafte and hid 


my Face; however the Lord ſet bounds to his Rage 


againſt me till the Solemnity was over; after which I 
had occaſion to go to Ga one on the Munday, and as 
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5 FI returned, the reftleſs A. made another affault, 
N- Y ke averred that 1 had ſlain the great King's Son, in 
{it chat 1 bad fiab'd him to the Heart in Adam, and ſii ce 
1- pierced him by many aQtual Tranſgreſfons, and 
Y F therefoi c he would immediately hale me to Priſon; on 
- F which 1 told him, I wed fy to the City of Ruge; 
he ſuggeſted that ke would purſue mc even there, aud 
e F eicg me frem the very Horns of tke Altar, that J 
id might dic the Death of the Murderer, having ſian 
J the great King's Son: Upen which he ſeemed to bring 
me to the Ciry of Refrige, where the Judge was them 
I ſiting, and craved Sentence agairfi ne, the Ercmy 


appealcd ts two Witneſſes that 1 was guilty ; narres 


J ly, the jquege who was privy to l] that «ver 1 did, 


and my own Conſcience, theſe aw ſull Witnefſes rezdte 
ly ewn'd 1 was guilty of the Charge; en wt ich the 
Accuſer craved a jpecdy Sentence, that Fe might he 
allowed to dreg the Gtimii al to Prifen, this wade my 
tienibling Soul with Tears guſhing out ſve plicete 
me great Judge, that 1 nij; ht be al, owed the Lericfiie 
of that Act of Grece, made long ago, ard finly ra- 
tifed inthe Cormcil of Peace; namely Leut. iv. 42. He 


| that flays hei Neightonr unawares and halcd F'm not in 


ſ 


times paſt, ſhall fly te the City of Refuge and live. I plead- 
ed that ſuch was the Equity of the Jade, that even 


in the Cauſe of his en dear Sen he would rot, ceuld 


not act centrary to his een ſtandirg Law, but uu 
wagnife the Law ard thus make it kerebrable, bow 
unwerthy ſoeyer the accuſed Criminal was, I ap- 
pealed to the great Judge and the ether Witress 
Conſcience, if it was not unawatrs lkat 1 had ſlein 
the King's Son, when 1 ſtab'd him in Adem, and that 
I Fated him not for times paſt, tho? I had fiequent. 
ly pierced kim, yet this was the gricf of my Scnl, 
and was in bitterneſs for it wore than for 'a fuſt 
Born, yea, the two great Wilnefles knew, that the 
k it 2's 
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EKiig' Sen Whem I have 
Soul, and to his Blood I flee for cleaning, and it 
ſneaks better things then the Blood of Abel; and tho 
1 have ſinned, I have an Advocate with the Father, 
who is the Propitiation for my Sin, it's in the meri- 
torious vertue of the Blood and Interceſſion of the 


Lanib ſlain that I canfade,, by the Horns of this Al- 


Therefore O Righteous 
Judge before whom I ſtand, may ] be juſtified free- 


tar will I live and Die: 


ty from what the Enemy hath charged me with, and 


from what I charge my ſelf with alſo; the Lord 


that choſe Yeruſelem rebuke Satan, ſend him to his 
Place, and let him purſue me na more: 


Son be of god Chear, thy fins be forgiven thee ; whick 
male me go from before his Tribunal wondering 


c 
at the Mercy of the Jadge and tender Bowels ©. 1 
| 


| hanithed Satan for a time under my Feet, and made 


the Eternal Sun; thus again the GOD of Peace 
me go on in my Way rccjaicing, my Soul being 
filled with Joy and Peace in Believing, becauſe I 
had got the New Name and the White Stone, which 
no Man knoweth but he that receiveth it, for ſtrang- 
ers interme1dle not with this Joy. 


So ne lim: after this, our Minifter not being able 
to reach, I went to Girvan on the Sebbaeth to hear 


Mc. Srewart, and as he cloſed his Forenoon Ser- 


'N)1, Satan ſtoad up al my Right Hand te reſiſt | 


me, ant charged we with my filthy Germents, ſet- 
ing all my Sins and Plagues of Heart beiore me in 


a Gnfall view ; upon which between Sermons I re- 
ired to the Fields, to think on a Text of Scripture | 
which came to my mind and ſuited my Caſe, the 
Words were theſe, in the firſt Epiſtle of John, if 


FT» i . 7 2 2 2 
92 ſay w. „e no $13, w2 #:ceive dur ſelves, but if 
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ierced is precious to my 


On which 
the Mereifull Judge [milling on me in the Face of 


his Anointed, pronounced my Abſolution and ſaid, | 
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$ wwe confeſs our fins, God is /aikful and juſt to forgive 
us our ſins, and cleanſe us from all unrighteouſticſs ; 
where I obſerved that it was moſt conſiſtent, with 
the Faithfulneſs and Juſtice of God, to forgive his 
People their fins, and that he was by theſe his Altria 
butes engadged to do ſo; that it was agreeable to his 


$ faitktulneſs, was evident from his Premiſe in the Pro- 


J verbs, He that confefſeth and forſaketh his fins ſhall find 
Mercy; as alſo in Jeremiah, whick is mentioned alſo 
ia the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, I will be merciful to their 
unrighteeuſneſs, and their Jins and iniquitics will I re- 
I member no more; therefore Faithfull is he that hath 
{ promiſed; who alſo will do it, for his is the Word 
of a King, who abideth faithfull and cannot deny 
imſelf; it is allo evident ſaid T, that GOD's juftice 
does alſo engaze the Holy One, to pardon the fins of 
his penivtent People; for when Man had deſtroyed 
4 himſelt and could net help himſelf, it pleaſed the of-- 
fended GOD to lay help on his Dear Son, who 
was mighty to ſave; him he appointed and accep- 
ted of as the Elects Surety, and laid on him the 
Iniquities of them all, fo that it pleaſed Yehoveh to 
[ bruife him in the Eleds Room and Stead; he was 
* wounded for their Tranſereſſions, und laid down: his 
j Life a Ranſom for many; and therefore ſeeing the 
Debt was already paid by the Surety, it was juſt 
with GOD to let the Elect gs free, and not exact 
double Payment, ſo that Juſtice it ſelf did now Cry 
| out concernieg the Elec Sinner, deliver him from 
going down is the Pit, for behold 1 have found a Ran- 
ſom; Wherefore 1 concluded, that tho? I was veri- 
ly guilty, yet GOD was Juſt and Faithfull to for - 
give his Peoples fins: On which the Enemy ftrong- 
ly ſuggeſted, that ke was faiihſull to forgive Sy, 
but it was only the Sins of his People; and deſired 
me to find by Scripture Marks that I was one ot 
| C2. _ them: 
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them; Fown'd it was trae, that he would or! Pardon 
the Sins of his Peoplepand endeavoured to Read my 
Erle ges af Grace, but alas, the Enemy took me at 
a Caten, for the Cloud 1 was under was ſo great, that 
1 coald not (ec to Read my Character, nevertheleſs I 
told the Enemy that I was ſure of one Mat Kk, and would 
tay claim to it, aa nely that I leved the Brethren, even 
all wi? bore God's Image; but here he ſuggeſte1, that 
On Swillow made not Summer, and that one Mak 
alone, was ao Muck of a real Ciriftian, which ſo 
coafouuded me thit the Euemy rejoiced over me, and 
tor three full Weeks did trample on my Faith and 

Hope, and no daubt thought he would for ever ſe- 
perate me from the Lave of GOD, which is in Chriſt 
Jetlu;; the Every it] parſue f my Soul and made 
1: dwell in Dackac(s, as ons that had been a long 
ume Dead, Wketeupon [reſolved I would no longer 


keop the Devil's Secrets, hut would open my Caſe to 


to ne of his Meiſzagers, if happily I might find an la- | 
terpreter one among a Thouſand, that ceald ſhew 


ant» Man his upcizhtneſs; tomy own Minifter I” 7. 


could not go, for he himſelf was in great Trouble at 
the Time. therefore I went to Mr. Stewart and opened 
my Cale to him, but Camfort ſonnd I none: fer the 
Contogter that ſhoaid and only could relieve my 
Soil, was yet far from me: Having taken my 
leave of Mr. Stewart, Saten attacked me juſt as 1 
was coming away, and aſſured me that I was ad- 
iug the baſeſt Hyp3cciſte, telling Mr. Stewart that I | 
was In Diſtceſs, when there was ne ſack thing, and 
perſwailet me that I hal not lied to Man only, but 
to the Hy Ghyft; which new Acculation greatly 
perpie ved my Saul, this being on Turſday. I was ſore- 
ly bacfzte 1 tl $266 47) thereafter, when early in the 
v5: ning Scciptute Marks of my intereſt in the Fa- 
| pi YOUL. 
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„our of GOD, did threng 7.9 my Mind with grea 

ſweetneſs and Power from high, then 1 told the E- 

nemy, that now I could read my Evidences, and that 

I was in Covenant with GOD, to which GOD him-- 

ſelf was Witneſs on Croigdow-Hi!!; Yea, I told him, 

that I had fled to the Ciry of Feſuge, and got my Ab- 
ſolution pronounced rear Maybole, as 1 cane fl om: 

Gauſtone to Kirkeſwald; I added as a further Mark. 

2 that I counted the People of GOD te excellent one- 
iu all the Earth, and could ſay, Lord do Invt Loo 
thoſe that Leve thee, and am gricved with thoſe th 14 
riſe up againſt thee, 5ca 1 love the habitatign of 12, 
Houſe, the place where his konony dwells; yea I am. 
ſenſible of my Body of Sin and Death, aad caurit i: 
my greateſt burthen, and long exceedingly to be de. 
livered from it, and can ſay, that whetever Corrurf 
tion be in me, I have no quarrel with his excelle: 1: 

- Law, but count it Holy, Juf-and good, and can ſoy, 
kow love I thy Law, it's my meditation e the Day, ati 
Nays ever with me; yea Glerious Chriſt is precious 

to my Soul as he is ta them that believe; ater the: E 
my found me aſked to Read my Evidences, anch' 
that GOD hy his Spirit had let we ſee the Grace hatt 
was ſreely given me, Satan departed frem'\me for 2: 
Seaſon, and GOD filled my Soul for ſon time with 
Joy and Peace in Belicving. - 

Some time after this as I was coming from the EU, 

the Adverſary gave me a new onſet, and told me I a 

{ a great Fool to trouble my ſelf about Religion, ſec- 

ing there was no reality in Religion upon which i! 
went to Prayer, and bcg'd of GOD he would di- 

rect me how te Anſwer the Adverfory; aſter which 1 
xropoſcd the following Quettions to the Fremy. jt, 
if there were no Reality in Religion, how wn ons 
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it that Graceleſs Sizners when they ccm io Dos 
. Whey People arc for ordinary n. aſt ſer ius, de (© 1 
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deſite to be Religious and to Die the Death of the 
Fighteeus. 2dly, if there be no Reality in Reli- 
gion, how comes it that ſome whe were irreligious, 
have ſuch a remarkable Change wrought on them, 
that they not only turn Religious, hut continue ſo 


throngh a long Life, notwithftariding of great A- 


Aion and Perſecution on the account of Religion. 
31'y, af there be no Reality in Religion, how comes 
i: thatthe Religious get mich advantage both. Ten- 


oral and Spiritual, by the fazae Difpenſation, by 
which the Wicked get great Prejudice. Aarhly, 1 


11276 be n Rellity' in Religion. how comes it to 
Vals, that the Judgements threatned againft the Wic- 
Fein God's Word, have f@ frequently fach an ex- 
at -accomplith neat. 3%, It there be no Reality 


in Religion, he comes it ! pals, that the Religi- 


013 are ſo encam aged by GW, in the way of their 
R!igion, and mnt with ſo many. Mercies from the 
(z)DIthey lerve. and many of them coming to them 
as the Fruit of Prayer. 6:hly, If here be no Rea- 
ty in Religion, how comes it that D wor ks ſo 


many Won 1:3 tor the Credit aad Vindication of 


Religion, aut Religious Perſons, Having prepoſ- 


4 theſe (15 tins, the Lord reb ied Satan, and has 
never ſaFicet him ta molett nic ſiace in ſack a way, - 


io that | may fay, G nas never ſuffered me to 


be temp'e4 ab»ve meat ate, but has to this Day all- 


ways with the Tentation, given a way to eſcape, 
and has in all my Driitceſs pat underneath his ever- 


lating Arms, aad his bega a prefeat help in ftraits, 


is tai | will cheuiwly owes ke is my Rock, and 
here is ns unrightegainels in him. 


As to the ſecond Thins T promiſed,” to give you 


{ons Ac:ount. of ninely. Renrkable Providences 
_-2a1.Ratarns el Prayer, 1241] join thele both to- 
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gether, becauſe in their falling out, they were fte - 
quently connected one with the other. | 


The fa:it I ſhall mention: was what I met with 


I at Bo/hwel, Jam. not athamed to own | was there, 


and do declare it was not a Spirit of Rebellion a- 
gainſt the then King and Government that took me 


$ tnere, 4s that riſing up and Afociation is ſlander- 
Sully reported of, by many. That which mos ed 


Us to join together, yea appear in Arms, was the 


neceſſary Defence of our Lives, Liberties and Re- 
7 ligion, for it's well known, how the Enemies of 


GOD and our Holy Religion, did eat up the 'Peo- 
ple of God as Bread, and cali'd not on his Name, 
and wherever they met with Honeſt Miniftcrs, or 
private-Chriſtians, they either ſhot them, Baniſhid 
or drag'd them to Priſon; and for no other Rea- 
ſon, but becauſe we Worſhipped the Covenanted 
GUD of our Fathers. and that according ts our 
Conſcience, and in the way, we judg'd was ap- 
pointed ef GOD, we took chcarſully the ſpoiling 
of our goods; had not the Ercrry ſought to Lord it 
over aur Conſcience, which we could not ſubmit 
to them, without incuriing the difpleaſdre of God; 
1 own many of us could not be Edified by a fet of 
Men, forced en us by the Prelotes, and it's well known 
how-Scandaleus and immo al the gererality of tkem 
were; and yet for not joining in Communien with 
cn, Who were a Scandal to the Ghriftian Religion, 
we were Hanted like Pertridges upon the Mountains, 
and expolef to the Rage of the blavdy Soldiary, 
 waofe tender. Mercies we fouxd to be Cruelty, ya + 
wien we complained of our Grivances io thoſe in 
Power, inthe moſt kunitble dutifull and Leyal way, 
we were the marc harafſed aud  eprreffed; and as if 
ont Perſecutors had a mind to ſhew to the World, 
lhatthey were entirely yeid of Humanity, as well as 
| Religion | 


} 


I . 1. | 
Religion; they made Acts Als our lay ing grive- 
ances before them: all which conſidered, it was no 

wonder we join'd together for our common Safety, 
and our Uziting together was on the very Princip- 
les, on which our happy Revolution was after- 
wards brought about; namely, the preſerving our 
Aclves and Poſterity from Popery, Slavery, and Ar- 


bitrary Power, having ſhewn you what moved. us as 


to take up Arms at Bethel; I come now to let you 
know the Providence I met with there, whileſt we 
lay at Hemiltoun before the Engagement; I obſerrv- 
ed all my Acquaintances and others providing Head- 
pieces and Breaſt-plates, and what was neceffary'for 
their Safety in the Day ef Battle; I not having Money 
to ſpare on theſe Things as ſome others had, I laok 
ed up to God, and took him for a Covering to my 
Head in the Day of Battle. as he had been to Dvd 
of old, for I ebleryed whatever Pieces of Armour 
they had prepared for their Safety, there was ftiÞ! \ 
a poſũibility of their being flain, wherefore I hum-, 
bly told the great GOD, I would entirely depend 
on him, as my Covering in the Day of Battle; ac- 
cordingly when our Forces fled from before the E- 
, nemy, and all took what way to go they judged * 
moſt proper for their ſaſety, 1 Rode not through: 
Hamilioun with the reſt, bit went about the Town, 
and having got over a Glen. when I got to the other 
fide of it, I eſpied a Party of the Enemy juſt below 
me, and in the very way by which Ibehoved to Ride, | 


therefore Rude on; my Comerade was Riding juſt 
before me with his Head- piece and other pieces of 
Armour, which he had provided for his ſafety, I 
ſaw him diſmaid, and that he could not well fit his 
„„ 


1. could not turn back without Alarming them, and 


. 93: | 
kim to go on compeſedly, 1 I went before him 
with my Car bine over my Arm, and my Sword drawn 
in my Hand; the Enemy came fo cloſe up ta the Way. 
and all ſtanding under Arms, that 1-could not Ride 
paſt without touching Cloaths with them; on which 


their Commander in a Threatning Way, asked me 


the Werd, I had reſolved not te ſpeak whatever they 


asked of this Nature, becauſe I knew not their Werd. 
and thought it weuld irritate them the more, if I told: 


them what was not their Word; as I ſpoke nothing 


but Rode on, depending entirely on he GOD whom 


I had choſen for my Covering in the Day of Bat- 
tle, I got paſt them unmaleſted, but wherever my 


- | Comrade came up; I heard the Officer ask him, the 
Word Dag, on which through fear he told him 
| what was not their Word; which ſo provoked the 


Commander, that he ſtruck him over tke Head with 


his Broad Sword, which by reaſon of my Camrades 
Head- piece broke in two, this fo enraged the Com- 


mander, that ke order'd ſome: of his Men to Fire, 


d which they did, and kid him on tke ſpot, 1 fill 


ſtepped on without the leaſt hurry or Confuſion, 
and they never in the leaſt moleſted me; jaſt as 1 


7 paſſed them, Iſaw Colonel Burns lying in his Blood, 
whom they had fhet a little before; ſo that Lmuſt 
. * own, the Lord was my ſafety, and the Covering of 


r my Head in the Day of Battle, he hid me as in the 


and hid my elf as much as potlible, from the Rage 
7 5 | * ; F 0 | 


hollow of his Hand, and ſet remarkable Bounds to 
| the remainder of the Wrath of the Enemy, ſo the 
Snare was broken, and I eſtajed as a Bird gut of 


the ſnare of the Fowler, and my ſure and Allfuffici- 


ent help was in Jehovaſus Name, who made the 
Heavens and the Earth. ; 


From this Time till our happy Revolution, 1 


was oblidg'd for the ſpace of Nine Years to retire 


— 
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of my Perſecutors, and 1 Knowing the Wrath of the 
Enemy, and fearing if I were taken by them, I ihould 

be tempted through my weakneſs, to any ſinful 
OHaths which they centrived to enſnare Souls, or 

be expoſed to the greateſt Sufſerings. I ſet apart 
Time for Prayer, and pleaded with GOD, that he 
would make eat graciouily to me what he had 
promiſed to do for his Church and People in Days; 
of fiery Tryal; and particularly would accom- 7 
plith to me his great Promiſe in the 3d, of the Rev. 314 
and 10 Verſe, Becauſe theu haſt keeped the Werd of my 
Patience, I alſo will keep thee from the hour of Tentation, | 
which ſhell come upon all the World, to try them tha: ic 
del] un the Earth. I pleaded the out-making of F<; 
this, and I muſt own he remembered the Werd on . 
which he cauſed me to Hope, and preſcrved me re- q 
markably from the Enemy as yon may hear after- 


— 2 


Wards. 

Some time after this, a Troop of the Enemy was 
Qlartered abo it Daily, an i five of them were quar- | 
tered upon my Father in Cemreg:n; as they came 
to my Father's Hon e they were informed that I 
was that Morning come to the Houſe (for there 
were many Informers in the Country, who fold 
themſelves to betray innocent Blood, and that for 
a Piece of Bread) they had told the Soldiers what 
ſort of a Man I was, what Cloaths I had on, and 
what ſort of Hair, and it was ſo that I had come frem ; ; 
my Hiding-place juit into the Houſe, to get ſome 1 | 
Refreſhment,; I had not ſat down, neither did Ire- |# | 
ſolve ta fit do wa, when all of a ſudden, my Siſter - 
and I heard a great Noiſe before the Door, we ran 
to the Door to ſee what was the Matter, and found 
Three of the Five Dragoon, who. asked if I were 
the good-man of the Houſe, or if I belonged to 
the Family? I anſwered I was not the Head of | 


the | 


7 
ä 
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the Family, but I belonged to it; I expected the 
next Queſtion would have been, are you his Son? 
but the Lord reſtrained them from it, for his wiſe 
ends and my Safety; they told me they were to 
Quarter with us, and diſmounted, and were in a 
great Rage; the Lord ordered it ſo, that neither my 
Siſter nor 1 were“ the leaſt daunted before them; I 
ſpoke Civily to them, and teld them to be Calm 
and Eaſy, and they thould get for themſelves and 
Horſes in great plenty, I offer'd' them either Straw, 
Hay, or Corn for their Horſes, and took them into 
7 Sthe Garden, and made up a Bundle for each of them of 
$what they deſired. I made up alſo one for my ſelf; I 
let them take up their Bundles fir ſt and return to the 
Stable, and I juſt followed, but when they entered 
Jche Stable Door, I skip'd back and got over the Gar- 
den Ditch, and fo eſcaped from them. They aſter- 
3 wards were in great Rage at the Difappointment, and 
hen they met with my Father threatned to have him 
s 4r1ind, for entertaining ſuch a Perſon as I in his 


- X'ionſe; but my Father turned the Chaſe on them, 


© and threatned to tei their Commander, that they had 
let me go, after they had me in their Cuſtody, upon 
© *-which they held themſelves quict, and the Lord kept 
q me from that Hour of Tentation, as I had beg'd and 

Cr * as he made me hope. L 
Some Time after this, ſome of tke Drageons being 
d 1 Quartered in my Fathers, I was lying out by Night 
mand by Day on a Neighbouring Kill, to which I 
ie had my Meat ſent me for ordinary; it fel] out that 
e- | the ſeveral Troops which lay at Girvan and Daily, 
er were all to Rendeveuze, upon which they which 
an | quarter'd in my Fathers went to meet with the reſt 
at Girvan, I ſeeing them ge off, came down from 
re the Mill where I uſed to lurk, and came with a de- 
to ſign te get ſome Refreſhment, Whileſt I was taking 
| | it, 
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it, my Father came in and told me, he ſaw ſome Dre- 
goons coming back in great hafte, and that they were 
juſt at Hand, and deſired me to fly for my Lite. and 
he would divert then at the Entry, till 1 could hide 
me in the Garden; Itold kim I would ly on the ether. 
ſide of the Garden, in a Black-berry-buſh, lil! ke, 
had got them lettled, and when he had dene ſe, he 
might bring me an Account, and I would go off; 
accordingly I went out and hid me in the Buſh, 
whileſt my Father helped them to lay off their 
Furniture, for they were the Dragoons which uſed q 
te ſtay with him, and had been ſent back in haſte: Y - 
Before the Drogoons would go into the Heuſe, they 
V 
n 


would fee their Horſe put te tke Grafs, and not-] 
withſtanding of all that my Father could do to di- 
vert them, they would put their Horſe to Graſs that 
Night, to the Place where I Jay hid. Whereupen 
one of the Dragoons ſeeing the Black-berries, came 
to eat Black-berries off the very Buſh, at the Root 
of which I lay; my Father ſeeing him at the Bufki 
where I was, Cried to him, that he would Poiſcrf 
himſelf, for now in Harveſt theſe Berries were full 
of Worms, and deſired him to bring him a Berry, 
(in order to get him from the Buſh ) and ke would, 
ew hina Worm init; the Dragoon: went to kim! 
accordingly, and ſhewed kim a Berry, and my Fa- 
ther opened it, and ſhew him a Worm in it, which! 
is ordinary in many of them, at ſuch a Time of the 
Year, and thus he was perſwaded to go into the Houſe! 
with the reft, and to take Meat; when ever tkeyf f 
were ſet down, my Father came out as if ke ha! 
been to take care the Horſes ſhould not break in 
upon the Corn, and he told me they were ſent}ed, 
and ſo I ſteped off to my ordinary Lurking-place 
upon the Hills: And bere again it is evident, that 
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1 dwclt under the þ ELM of the moft High, ant! 
lay in the ſecret Places of the Almighty, when ny 

nemy was ſo nigh, and did not diſcover me: ar. 

may ſay, that 2 the Mount the Lord was ſcen, and 
may call tbe Name of that Buſh Jehovh- Jiren, ſot 
there he was ſeen to appear for ne. for rot only 
did ke put a Covering on my Head ©» the Day of 
Battle, but now again when in great Danger, Le did 
ol encloſe me inthe Enemies Hande. 
Some time aſter this, having entered into 2 Mari 


late, my Father had made a ſeciet Place in bis Bay- 


flac k, u here 1 ſtay'd a whole Hier by Nigtt, art! 


ſome part of the Seed- iime, when my Wiſe was re! 


with me; ſometime a Friend in like Circunfiar ces 
with my ſelf, would come and flay a Night, for il. ere 
Was room urder the Stack fcr T wo. ard this was 
my ſecret Chamber for the time :bove-menticned, ar d 


me a very cold one too, netwithſtar ding of all the Hay 


that was about us. One Morning when my Wile was 


ET with me, ſhe got up and went out at the liule tole 


'" we had to get out at, ard ſhe flexed the Bur.dle of 


15 [Garden, all'sf a ſudden, ſhe obſei ved four Mer hard 
my at hand, ſhe fleped back, and Rooped 2s it ſhe hd 


been drawing Hay, and whifpered to ne, that I ſhould 
$ keep cloſe, for ſhe ſaw ſome of the Enemy, within a 
liule one of them ſtruck her on the Back with the ſide 
of his Sword, and told her ſhe was their Piiforer, 


e on which they took my Wiſe and Sifler to Priſon, 


for no other Reaſon alledg'd agairfi them, but that 
they would not hear the Curate, which they had no 
freeglom in their Confcience to do, corfidering the 
came not in by the Door, but were blind Guides 
forc'd upon us by the Prelates, ard very in metal 
for the moſt part too. * this they were carried 
"OE 4 | : . 
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Hay in which was ou Door; 2s ſhe flood inthe * 
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E 
ts Maybsle and put in Priſon, where they lay ſome 


Days, till 2 Party of Friends got them out by Night: 
As for the Four Men who took them, Three of 
the Men were as common Beggars ſerved by my Wiſe [De 


aſterwards at her Door, and the fourth Man's WiſeSwe 


- kindneſs of GOD, that ſuffered not theſe Men Who 


alſo, when we Lived to fee Jeriſolem a quiet Habita- 
tion, and lived to fee our ſpoilers in ſtraits, and we 
were Provided for in Plenty, and ſe able and ready Ca 
to feed our. Enemies; now here I alſo Remark the 10 


took my. Wife, to ſec her juſt coming out of the Stack, 
for bad they done ſo, I had either been Apprehended, 
or been oblidged to ſhed their Blood, in which I 
had no pleaſure. - = fe 
Some time after this, the kind Providence ef God 
had provided a Nurfing for my Wife in Craigdar4 
och. Ferguſon in Nithſdale, where the ſtayed till the S 


al 


— 


Revolution, and by this the Lord opened a Door for It 


that did it, in caſe it were known; ſo enraged were 


do go and ſee my Wife, but not knowing the Way, I 


my ſafety and Comfort, for I was for the moſt part I 
well entertain'd there, tho' I was kept hid in the 
Honſe, none knowing I was there, but the gond 
Lady, and my Wife; for fo dangerous were theſe 
Times, that kindneſs could not be ſhewn to one in 
my Circumſtances, without endangering the Family 


n 
c 
t 
t 
the Prelates againſt thoſe who would not Comply 1 
with the Inventions of Men. Now my Wife having 11 
gone to Nurſe there, ſome Months after I left Carrick || 
| 


ot a Lad who had been in that Country to be my 


aide; accordingly we ſet off, but durſt not Keep 
the common Road for. fear of the Enemy, it being 
now like the Days of Fee? when the High-ways 
were unaccupled, and no Peace to Honeſt Prople 
when they went ont, or when they came in; being 
| 0 | obliged 


VV | 
ht:Yobliged: then to go by the Mountains, there came on 
ofſſa ſrighiſull Miſt and Fog, ſo that we wander'd in à 
iſe Deſert and Pathleſs Way, and knew not whither we 
+feFwere going: I told my Guide that we were ſure- 
ta- y Wandering, and therefore I would fit down and 
we Pray, as I utuaily: did, and do, when in ſuch a 
dy Cale; before 1 Prayed I ſung ſome Verſes of the 
he $107 Pfelm, about the Redeemed of-the Lord, their 
ho wanderipg in a Pathleſs way, and hu they cry- 
k, Bed to GOD, and were by him brought to a City 
cd, Jof Habitation, having ſung ſome Verfes, I went to 
I prayer, and was ſo burthened with Ziens Diſtieſs, 
a that I forgot to beg of GOD to remove the Miſt, 
0 


anct lead us in aright Way: I conſidered that the | 


% Church ofGlorious Chriſt in this Land, was like 6 | 


he Sheep without a Faithful Shepherd, and ſcatter'd on 
or the Mountains in the dai k and Cloudy Day; tor our 
art ¶ Paſtors whe were careſill of the Flock of Chriſt, 
he many of them were Baniſhed, others of them Exe- 
od cute, andthe reſt dur ſt not be ſeen, all this made me 
eſe hang my Harp. upon the Willows, when 1 ramem- 
in Fbred Edom Children. that were Crying out, Raze, 
ly Re Zion to the foundations, I was much enlarg's 
re | both in my Mourning and Supplications for Zier. ' 
ly J which was now afflidled and not Comforted; ard 
Ng | helped to Wieſtle with Zion's GOD. that now when 
ick all the Sons that Zion had hu ought forth, there were 
» IF ſew ſhut up or left, or like to take Zion by the 
ny Hand, thereſore the Lord himſelf would yet build 


ep up Zion, and that he wonld not forget the Prayer ; 


ng Þ the Deſtitute, nor let the Expectation of the Poor fail 

YS for evermore. Before I had done, the Lord had car- 

ple med of the Miſt, ſo that we ſaw we had wandered, and 

ng aterwards were directed into the right Way; and 

ed as the Hearer of Prayer, _ prepare my Heart = 
\ 2” ks 
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Kit ap a Prayer for the Remnant that was left, ſo G 

de inclined his Ear alſo to hear, for not long after & w 
che Lord brought back our Captivity, and Zion a- 
gain was built up by the Mighty Gad, and ſince g. 
oar Happy Revolution, I have (een Jeruſalem a quiet 
Habitatioa, becauſe the Lord has regarded the Pray- 
ec of the Deſtitate, and mat deſpiſed their Prayer: 
To's ſhiii le written for the Generation to come, and 
2 1 which ſhiil be Created, ſhall praiſe the 

ed | 

' Aboat a Year and four Months after this, Icarriect 
my Daughter Elizabeth to Craigdarroch, my Wiſe be- 
ing dry Nurſe there, the Lady had deftred me to 
bring my Child to ſtay in her Houſe, and be Compa- 
ny to her Child, which was about the ſame Age, my. 
Gnild was then ahnu two Yeays old and a Quarter ; 
1 got a Hcfe and a Woman to carry the Child, and: 
cant tothe (ame Mountain where I Wander'd by the 
Miſt before, it's commonly known by the Name of 
K:11;-reins; when we cams to go up the Mountain, 
thece came oa 1.zreat Rain, which as we thought was 4 
the occaſion of the Child's Weeping, and ſhe Wept ſo 
bitterly, that all we could do, could not divert her 
from it, ſo that ihe was ready to-barſt. when we got 
. - to the Top of the Myuntain, where the Lord had 
been formerly kind to my Soul in Prayer. and ſhew- $ 
ed me. the Way where I was to- go, I looked: round 
me for a Stone, and eſpying one, I went and brought 
it, when the Woman with me ſaw me fet down the 
Stone the imiPd, and asked what J was going to do 
with it? I told her I was going to (et it up as my E- 
benezer, becauſe hitherto and in at Place. the Lord 
had formerly: helped; and I hoped would yet help: 
The Rin ſtill continuing, and the Child weeping bit- 
'erly; { went to Prayer, and no ſooner did I Cry to 


: 
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GOD, but the Child give over Weeping, and HE 
we got up from Prayer, the Rain was ponring dovn. . 
on every ſide, but in the Way where we were to“. 
go, there fell not one drop, the place not rained om 
was as big as an ordinary Avenue; and fo ve went: 
on our Way rejoicing. the Child well pleaſed, and 


ve wondering at the goodneſs of GOD who kept 5 
us and the Child dry, whileſt it continued for a+ 
$ conſiderable time to pour down on each ſide of the 
Way. 


After this ſome time whileft I was kept hid in 


| Graigderroch, my ordinary was to go out ſome Nights 
io walk in the Fields to get freſn Air; and having: 


been there a conſiderable time, my Shoes failed me i 


a ſtrange part of the Land, my Wife and I durft net: 


let this be known to any, leaſt it had made a diſcove-- 
ry of me, not knowing there who were our Friends, 


Nor whe our Foes, and we could not tell the caſe welt 


ta the Lady, who knew I was about the Houſe, lea##* 


ſne might think 1 was expeRing them from her ; there 


fore not being able to want Shoes, when fi equentiy | 


- ® wandering out in the Night, 1 at length betook my* 


ſelſ to Prayer, and beged humbly of God he would 


dire as to this, and that he would order my being 


provided for with Shoes, in a way that would nor 
| Endanger either we, or the Family that was ſo k ind 


to me: Aſter three Days I got a pair of Shoes ſent to» 


me from my Wifes Brothrr. who lived at that time a+ 
bout thizty Miles from the Place where 1 was, and! 


7 Enew nothing ef my wanting Shoes; when | had oe 
caſion ſome Montbs after to ſee him, Cenquired what! 


moved bim to ſend me a pair of New Shoes, he told me- 
: | thatbcing in Ayr one Day; he was ftrongly impreM 


to do it, and therefore bought-them, and in Proyi-- 


"7, "od — = — — 


dence got ene going to the. Cↄutry where I Was, 
* » 


-4 - SJ 7 


RY, © 
which lie knew not of Ne bought them, and 
therefore had ſent them to my Wife, who could give | 
them to me with ſafety; I enquired at him when Ki 
he was thus moved to Buy them, he faid it was the 
very. Day on which I had Prayed for them, as I. Hwy 
anderſtood when he told me the Day he Bought Yi 
them, yea he was moved te this about the very, 
Time when I had been in Prayer, to GOD Who 
hath ſaid, be carefull in nothing, but in every thing by | 
Prayer and Supplication, make your Kequeſt known to 
if God with thankſgiving. -<43:68 ay | | 
| Some time after this whileft I ſtayed at Craigders- | 
| roch, they had a. Child about three Quarters old. 
to whom my Wife gave ſack, he fell into a vio- 
| lent Feter, which threatned to take away his Life 
in every oaes apprekenfion that ſaw. him, upon which- 
Y the Lady deſited I might fee him, and this could 
| gt le done leaſt I ſhould be diſcovered, till all in 
he Family were in Bed, excepting an Old Chri- 
| Ran Woman a Neighbour, and my Wife, who were 
| :0.11t up with the Child; wheretore I came about 4 
Aidnuzht and lookel a little on the Child, who | 
Was in great Trouble, that mine Eyes might affect 
my- Heart, having thus viewed him for ſome time | 
wiegt out to the-@arden to beg his Life from Jod, 
{went to the upper end of a long walk, where 
mere was a Summer-Honſe or Seat with a Hedge 
about it, and there I chaoſe to cal upan GOD; | 
When I hal for ſone time earneſtly. pleaded for ? 
the Chilis Life, the Terrar of Satan fell upon me 
in ſuch a Way, that I immediately concluded, the 
Demy was at Hand, aad wanted to fright me from 
my Prayers, ( for I was not Ignorant of his devices ) | 
wherefoce | reſolved I would continue in the Daty, | 
cn my, doing log. Iheard a: Voice juſt before me 2 | 


| 


| 
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he other ſide of the Hedge, LP it ſeemed to be like 

he groaning of an Aged Man, it continued ſo ſome 

ime, 1 knew no Man could be there, ſor on the o- 
Kher ſide of the Hedge where I heard the groaning + 
Was a great Stank or Pool, I nothing doubted but 
Tit was Satan, and I gueſſed his deſign, but fill I went 
Non to beg the Child's Life; at length he Roared and 
made a noiſe like a Bull, and that very lond, from. 
all this I cenclnded that 1 had been provoking GOD. 
4 ſome way or other in the Duty, and that he was Ang- 
ry with me, and had let the Enemy looſe on me, and 


I A ks 


c 


So 


might give him leave to tear me in pieces; this made 
. me entreat of GOP to ſhew me wherefore he conten- 
>- © ded, and beg'd he would Rebuke Satan; the Enemy 
fe ¶ continued to make a noiſe like a Bull, and ſeemed 0 
h.F be coming about the Hedge towards the Door of the 
d F Snmmer-Seat, bellowing as he came along; 1 


E 


which I got up from my Knees, and turned my Face 
i- & towards the Way Ithought the Enremy was coming, 
e aud looked to GOD ſtill that he might Rebuke him, 
at 4 aſter that he ade a noiſe juſt like a Matti Dog in 


0 F great trouble, this was not ſo terrible to me as the - 
* FJ ther, I got ſome Ceurage and having my Stick in my 

| 3 Hand, I reſolved to fland Rill to fee if he appeared 
4, to me in any fhape, but in ſtead of that he went 
re 


paſt into a Place hard by full of Nettles, and there 
groaned as formerly. I heard him very diſtindly 
2; and compoſedly, yet I theught I would go in and 
or 3 think. what could be the meaning of this Diſpenſa- 
ne tion; accordingly I came in and whiſpered to my 
he Wife, that I had been ſomewhat affrighted; the old 
m Chriftian Woman that ſat by overhearing drew a Bow 
[ua venture, and pierced between the joints of the 
v Harneſs, telling me te take care leaſt I Had provok- 
ed GO, by the. want. of. Submiſſion, and being 

| | 100 
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too inuch ſet upon the Child's being ſpar'd: No ſoon-· Nane 
ar had ſhe ſpoke thus, but I was convinc'd of my Tu 
Fault, yet could not think of the Child's dying, I in- n 
clin*d once more to venture out, yea tryed it a ſecond 
time, but Satan Ithen thought was juſt ready to de- Yed 
your me, fo that I ſaw God would go on to Contend 
if I would not learn Submiſſion as to the Child's Liſe; 
upon which 1 look d up to God, and beg'd he would 
Rebuke Satan, and allow me to go and Pray for the | 
Child's Eternal Salvation, and I would not any more 
beg his Lite, but leave that to his Soveraign Pleaſare ; i 
no ſooner had I done this then I went out with a BL 
Holy Boldneſs, and had not the leaſt trouble from 
Satan any more at that time. 1 CORO 
That which made it ſo difficult te me to ſabmit to 
his Death, was the thoughts of the comfortable Ac- 
commodation we had in the Family, my Wife being | 
the Child's Nurſe, which we might come to want it the 
Child had died, thus my carnal reaſonings and dif- | 
truſting that Providence, which had wonderfully ap- 
peared. for us formerly, did much provoke GOD, ſo 
as to let looſe the Bueniy, but when eve got through 
ſubmiſſion, as I ſaid, 1 went to the Sntomer-Seat where 
I had been before, and there I beg'd for E'ernal Sal- 
vation tothe Child, and was wonderfully ealarged,. 
and perſwaded that he ſhould ſhare in the great Sal- 
vation, and as | had promiſed, ſo I fought not his 
Lite, but left i entirely to GOD's will: When I had 
ſpent a confiderable time in Prayer, I came away res 
Joicing, that T had got ſuch good Hope cencerning 
the Child's Eternal Happineſs; u hen I came in I went 
to ſee how the Child was, and he was as illas ever, 
bat imyedliatly he gave a Neeſe and Purg'd, and in 
2 Minate was as free of a Fever as ever he was, 
his Recover ꝝ being ſo ſuddem was very ſurys ing 


* 
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nad much ef GOD I ſaw in fe diſpenſation, whileſt 
ny I was mainly ſet on the Child's Life, he ſent the Ene- 
n- my to Chaſe me as it were from the Throne of Grace, 
ad but when ever the Lord let me ſee my Sin, and help- 
e- Fed to due ſubniiflion, then I get to the Throne of 
id Grace, and was brought near to his Seat, and had 
e; my Month filPd with Arguments, and was allowed 
Id to plead with GOD, as a Man does with his Friend; 
1e yea I'was only ſet on the Child's Eternal Salvation, 
6 be not only perſwaded me he would grant it, bat he 
e; gave his natural Life over and above; and he yet 
a Lives in Creigderroch, and may he till Live fo as to 
n find Mercy in the Day ofthe Lord; and at this ver 
time I know nothing abont Craigdarroch that maket 


o Ime aſham'd, of the Hope I had of his Happineſs 
- hen he was a Child, 
2 After it pleaſed Zion's GOD to bring back our Cap- 


tivity, and Presbytry was eo e Church, I 
had great difficulty about my joiFng in Communion 
with her, and that becauſe I thought our Covenants 
o were not Renewed, and all guilty of ſad Deſection 
h not duly Cenſured . it was difficult to me what to de- 
ef termine, therefore I ſet apart a Day to as Counſel of 
-- Fthe Lord, and went at ſome diflance to the Fields, 
„ both to Pray and think on what Iſhould do; de, 
entreated that GOD would ſend forth his Light an 
Truth, that Hey eight be.guides to me, and ſo lead 
me to his Holy Hill, that Imight go to the Altar of 
God, of God my exceeding Joy. I conſulted my Bible. 
to fee what had been the practice of the Church of 
60 in the. like Cafe, both under the Old and 
New Teſtament Diſpenſation ; Lfound under the Old 
} Teſtament Diſpenſation, That it had been frequent- 
| ty the approven Practice of the Church and Peo- 
ple of GOD, to bind themſelves to GOD by —_—_ 
— 
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and National Cevenants, and that in their Covenan- 
ting they bound themſelves againft Error, both in 


* 


Principle and Practice, as we have done by our 
National and: Solemn League and Covenants, and am 
perſwaded, that theſe Covenants are always binding, | 
not only as they contain nothing but what every 
good Chriſtian is obliged to namely, to do all that 

hes in his Power in every Station, in appearing for 
D and againſt Sin and Error; but. they are alſo 
binding becauſe of the Oath of GOD, if Zedexiaß 
ſhould not eſcape who had deſpiſed the Oath, When Ke: 
Io he had given the Hand to Nezuchednezer, how ſhall Hi. 


theſe Lands eſcape, if we ſhall trample on our Na- Iſt! 
tional and Solemn League and Covenant, When lo we ſr 


have given the Hand to the moſt high GOD; may we 
not tremble leaft our offended God, ſheuld ſend a 


Sword or ſome other Judgement to avenge the Quar- 


rel of his broken Covenant. I abſerved however from. 
the Old Teſtament, That ſome Reſormations came a 
greater length then others, that in ſome of them they 


n 
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d 
renewed Covrcnant, and in others not, in ſome the 12 
High- Places were pull'd down,in others they were not; 

- 
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I obferv'd that whatever Reformations they had all, 
wha had been gnilty of Defeftion were not puniſhed, 
the IHolater deſerved Death by God's Law 1 found 
alſo that in theſe Reformatiens,-which came not all the 


length that could have been wiſhed, and might have 


bees e xpe ted. yet Old Teftament Believers join'd in 
Communion with the Church even in ſuch a Caſe. 

I came again to confider the Church, when Chrift 
our great Pattern and example came into the World, 


I found a greit many Things wrong atthat Time, 


they Taught for Dofrine tke Commandments of 
Men, were more fond of their unwritten Traditions | 
then they were ef the Divine Law: their Teachers 

| | very 
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ery formal and corrupt, and the Church very much 
ſub ect to a Heathen Magiſtrate, who had too great 
Influence in changing the High- Prirſt. hood from one 
to another; yet for all this our Lord Chriſt, the irue 
Prophet, own'd her for a true Church, though many 


Things were wrong, and ſpoke Honoui ably of that 
Church, when he told the Woman of Samaria, We 


know t we Wor ſhip, for Salvation is of the Yews; yea 
he himlelf join'd in Communion with her, as did Jo- 
h and Mary, Z:cherics and Elizebeth, Simeon and 
Arne, who were eminent Believers, yea our Lord 
exhorted others to join in Communion with her. as 
in the xx111.0f Maze; from all which I concluded, 
that it was my unqneſtionahle Duty, to join in Com- 
munion with the Church of Scotland, tho! our Cove- 
nants were not renewed, ſeeing ſhe had all the eflenti- 
als of a true Church, her Doatrine pure and uncor- 
rupt, her Government, Diſcipline and Worſhip, ac- 
cording tothe Word of GOD, and the Sacraments 
Adminiſtrated according to the Pattern ſhewn in the 
Mount, ſeeing ſhe had appointed alſo a National Faſt, 
as the Jews did of old, aiter their return from their 
Captivity, to bewail all the DefeRions that all Ranks 
had been guilty of under Þrelacy; ſo that in a Nation- 
al Way, High and Low, had occaſion to Condemn 
themſelves, tor trampling on God's Holy Laws, yea 
for deſpiſing the Oath and breaking the Covenant, af- 
ter we had lifted up our Hand to the Moſt High. As 
ſack like conſtderations as theſe, clear'd up my Wa 
in joining in Communion with this Church ſince the 
Revolution, ſo I have ever ſince loved the Habita- 
tion of his Houſe, the Flace where his Honour dwells, 
and do adore his Holy. Name, that ever he gave 


me Connſel, for I muſt own to his Praiſe, that he 


has helped me to to draw. Water ont of theſe Wells of + 
F Salvation 


, 


L. 

Salvaſſen with great Joy, Ws has frequently ati 
fied me with the Fatneſs of his Heuſe, cven of his Hoh 
Place; and has frequently made all his Garments, al 
his Ordinances, imell to me of Ales, Myrrh and 
Caſſia, and to this Day makes me Joyfull, when irg 
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| faid unto us, Let ws go up to the Houſe of the Lord MN 

and whileſt I live-thall ever Pray for the Peace of 7e 

ruſalem, and for my Friends and Brethren's ſake, and 

for the Houſe of the Lord, and for my own ſakeſS 

. and Poſterities too, 1 will ever ſeck her good, anda 
1 ſtill ſhall wafh that Peace be within her Walls, andſit. 
| Proſperity within her Palaces, and that a ſeed may beſte 
1 raiſed up here in this Church and elſe where, that will C 
| do him Service, while Sun and Moon do endure. F 
Aſter this ſometime my Wife finding her felf with! 


Child acguainted me therewith, and the Lord bore 
'1 it in on my Mind, that my Wife would be in emi- 
| nent Danger before ſhe were Delivered, and that 
| the Child would Die; in Prayer and out of Pray- 
: er, by Night and Day this hanted me, I kept it 
3H from my Wife as long as I could but at lergth was 
þ _ obliged to Jet her know it; when ſhe told me ſhe 
1 was with Child, even before the Time of Life, 1 
reckoned it my Duty to be concerned, that GOD 
þ would Cloath with Skin and Fleſh, and fence with 
Bones and Sinews, and that he would iu due sine 
b grant Life and Favour: I thought it Duty, 1 ſay 

4 to defire earneſtly, that GOD would write all us 
| Members in his Book, and ſhew kindneſs in the 
Porming of that Piece of his Workmarſhip, whi! 
ft eſt it was in the Womb, as in the moſt loweſt parts 
of the Earth, far from and out of the reach of hu 
1 mane Eyes or Hands; but my impꝛi eſſion fill cor 
|  tinuing that it ſhonld have Life, but ſoon loſs it, 
| I defired my Wife to let me know when A ne n 
| ä 
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tied, which accorcnigly the did, and then I Praye@. 
Hoh more directly tor the Fruit of the Womb, and 
- alMgave it away to GOD by the Bond of that ever- 
andWaſting. Covenant, which I had taken for my ſelf 
 10WFand all mine; I thus continued my Concern tor it, 
2rd never beging Lite, or that it ſhould come livirg 
out of the Womb, I was ſo perfwaded that it would 
andi not be granted, that I only cryed for Everlaſting 
Salvation to it, and in doing fo was much enlarged, - 
and and had near Acceſs to GOD: 1 was ſtill nnder 
andi the Impreſſion that my Wite's Life would be in the 
bel greateſt hazard, before ſhe was delivered of ite 
will Child; and accordingly within ten Days ef ker 
Reckoning, ſhe took a violent Head Fever, and in 
the fifth Day of her Fever, her Pains came on her 
Wand was delivered of a Dead Child, the Child was 
mi- Living till about an Hour before the Delivery. my 
thai Wife had ſuch a complication of dangerous troubles, 
that her Life was given over by all Joris, and thoſe 
t it of good Skil; this they kept quiet a little from me, 
way till one Day I was conveying our Miniſter Home, 
ſhe when he had been eing my Wife, he was much 
e, WW65kilyd in the fiudy of Phy/ick, having made it his ſtu- 
Dq dy in the Times of our late Troubles: I asked him, 
ich what he thought of her, he told me it was proper 
in ef} now to be free with me, and he behoved to let me 
ſay know, that no Life could be expected for ber; on 
15 which I returxed Home and went to Prayer, and con- 
thell tinued for the moſt part in Prayer, every now and 
hi!-Sthen for the ſpace of forty eght Hours, Iſtill came 
artsin after Prayer to ſee how ſhe was, but minded no 
hu other Thing, but how to get near to GOD for her 
or Salvation, in the laſt of the forty eight Hours: I got 
s i ſuch Manifeſtations of GOD, ſuch intimate Cem- 
ck-{ munion with him, ſuch perſwaſften of her Salvation, 
ied, that 1 had fuch an W gale of de Spirit, * 
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I came from the duty and my Conntenance no mor 
ſad; I came in to enquire as belore how my Wile 


was, and when ſhe ſaw me, ihe took me by the Hand, 
and ask'd what that meant which the ſaw in my 


Eountenance, ſhe ſaid Me feared that People would 
miſtake me conſidering the was ſo low, to behold 
ſuch an unuſual Joy, ſparkling as it were in every 


part of my Face; 1 told her what Acceſs I had to 
God, in Wreſtling for her Salvation, and that the ir- In 
Ward joy I felt, could not be contain'd but behoved 


to break out, for the Light of God's Countenance was 
the health and thining of mine; I told her the Viſion 
ſeemed io be for an appointed time, but it would ſpeak 
and tho? it ſhould tarry, I would wait for it; for eight 
Days after this Manifeſtation, which I got of GOD ip 
the Mount of Prayer and Meditation, it was Remark- 
ed that an uncommon Lute appeared in my Counte- 
nance, in the Eyes even of thoſe who knew not what 
was the Occaſion of it. After this my Wife was ſpared 
with me, and the defire of my Eyes was not taken a- 
way by this threatried Stroak, and all who knew the 
Dangerous Caſe ſhe was in, could not but cry out on 
her Recovery: Behold what has GOD wrought : it was 
indeed the doing of the Lord, and marvelous in the Eyes 
of all, and good Cauſe had I to cry out, the Right Hand 
f Jehovah does ever val iantly, and what h I render to 
the Lord, who ſpared with me one that had heen my 
ſweet Companion in the moſt of my Tribulations, and 
the Wiie of my Youth, yea my great ſupport and Com- 
fort in the Houſe of my Pilgrimage; For this I will 
Sacrifice the Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, to that GOD 
Who not only provided her as an help meet for me, 
but has for Forty ſeven Years made her Remarkably 
ſo: I acknowledge I got her as the Fruit of many 
Prayers, and will make him my Song, even Jehovah, 
who made the Hatch, andikas made it ſo gomfortable 
and fo laſting. 1 Not 
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Not long after this it pleaſed the Lord to aflit me 
with an Univerſal Cruel, which had broke out in 


wany paris of my Body, and taken my Right Hand 


off the Joint, fo that I had no Power of it, and was 
laid aſide from all Work; 1 conſulted a #hyficiar of 
the beſt skill in odr Country, who told me, he could 
not do me any Service, it it were not to apply {ome 


Plaiſters to the Wounds to eaſe my Pain, and adviſed 
me not to trouble my ſelf with Phyſicians, for I would 
und them all Phyſicians of no Value; having continu» 


ed under this trouble lor two Years, I found an inclin- 
ation to go to Moffer, tho" my Circumſtances were fo 
low atthe Time, I knew not well how to get there, 


but having asked counſel of the Lord, I ſaid I would 


go, and make uſe of the Water in Faith, as a mean ap- 
pointed, and frequently made uſefull by GUD, and L 
would entirely depend on GOD, for making it uſeſull 
to me, and have all my expectation from him, who 
Works by Means, without Means, and contrary to 
Means, as ſcemeth good in his fight; Accordingly IL 
I went, and in a cloſe dependence on GOD did Drin 
of the Water, and waſhed my Wounds fherewith, for 
the ſpace of Forty and eight Hours at proper Seaſons, 
anch the Lord by this brought my Hand back to the 
* and mae it flcong as aforetinie, fo that I came 
ome with ſoy, and was able to go about my Work. 

I went three Summers and Raid about fix Days every 
time at MoFar, and as n. y Hand was 1rcfiored to its 
Place and ſtrength the firſt Time I wont, ſo the ſol- 
lowing Seaſons I was perfectly Recovered, and all 
my Sozes dryed up, and my Wounds healed. and I 
reſtored to a ſound and healthy Conſtitution: While 
I was under the Trouble and my Sores runing, God 
t--[ped me to great Submiſſion and Patience, 1 uſed ts 
hold up my Arm, and leok on my runing Sores, unn 
as much Joy as ever the Bride rejoiced-in her Attire, 

, To 7 and: 
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and ſed to call my Sores, the Bracelets wherewith 
Jod had adorned me; Itook my Trouble ſo out of 
z2))s hand who had done much for me, and had 
promiſed to do much more, that all he did to me and 


with me, appear'd tome as Marks qf his Favour, No- 


tj:e and Regard. | 
little before my above ſail Trouble, when I came 
Hack om my long Captiviiy, (as God had brought 
back Zjon's Captivity, fo at the ſame time he brought 
Meck mine, for with Zion I Emharked, and: with Zion 
I ſtned and fell) I ſay, after my coming to Peace and 
Liberty, I took a Piece of Ground in Tack, for Huſ- 
bandry was ray Occupation, and ſeeing GOD was a- 
gain ſuffering his People, and me among others, to 
d well undet our Vine and Fig. tree, and none to make 
us afraid, I found I was not uſed with Buying and 
Selling; and therefore could not improve the Bleſſing 
of Peace and Liberty; whereupon I ſet apart ſome 
Time to ask Counſel of the Lord, and went to my 
own Hill, where frequently the Lord has met with 
me, there l bgg'd of G0 D, that he who tanght the 
Husband- man Diſcretion, would teach me to order 
all my affairs with Diſcretion to the end and I was 
made to Remark ever ſince, that whereas before this 
time of Prayer, a great many had outw'tted me in Buy- 
ing and Selling, and were like to carry off the little 
that I had in a World, yet after counſel ſought of God 
in this Matter, I was either in Providence kept from 
having much Buſineſs with the Crafty, or helped to a 
Holy and juſt Caution in the Buſineſs of Trade, that 
to this Day the Lord has helped, and kept me from 
the paths of the Deſtroyer, of the unjuſt. fraudulent 
and violent Man. | 185 — 
Alter this Iwas ene Day taking ſome Broth, and à2 
little Bone went over with the Broth by the eadecay- 
elring to get ĩt up, it got imo the Windpipe, an 


carneſtiy to GO to ſpare the Mether and e Chefd. 
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went down as far as it had paſſage, ii continued im- 
moveable for durteen Yeats and three Quarters; for 
ix Years I. was able to go about my Work the 
weakly, but for the other eight and three Quarters I 


could do nothing, this threw me into a Decay, for it 


occaſioned a great Cough, Drought and Spitting, and 
none ws Lconld Recover, yet at the end ofthe- 
above ſaid ſpace, I was taking a diink of Water, and: 
my Cough coming on at the Time, occaſioned ty 
Vomiting the ſame, aud with that ſtreſs and Vomit- 
ing the Bone came away. aiter it had lodg'd within ne 
Fourteen Ycars and thi ee Quarters as above; the Bone 
when it came away was in bigneſs and ſhape, like the 
half of an ardinary Hazel-nut-ſhell. All the Time 1 
was under this I rouble, I was helped to great Pati- 
ence and Submitlion, and. abundantly ſatistied to di- 
by it: The Lord the whole Time it continued made 
me chearfully acquieſce in his Diſpenſatioa, without: 
murmuriag or repining, and ſince my Deliverance 
from it, tho' my Body conſidering my Age and 
Troubles I went tkroughy be not fo ſtrong as former-- 
ly, yet I have enjoy'd a tolerable meaſure of Health. 
ever ſince, which is the ſpace of Zighteen Years; 0. 
bowiww»nderfull are his Fudgements, and ways paſt pnding- 
out : He alone deth wonders, he wounds and he heals; ts: 
killt and he makes alive, © Fat bin | 

In the Time when I had the above-mentioned Brme- 
for my "Trouble, I had occaſion to go fee the worthy: 
Lady Gaſtle-ſtewar: my od Acquaintance, and when 
1 was there, I was ſeized with a Cough, and for three 
Days fix'd tomy Bed with it; on one of theſe Days 
as | lay looking about me, 1 was ſuddenly impremt 
that Miſtreſs Rodger the Minilters Wife at Gauſton, was. 
in Child-bearing pains, and that botk Mother and 
Child were in the utmoR-danger, upon this I cryed. 


4 ' 4&4 « 
and was helped to plead this with great concern. and #- 
I was perſwade j GOD would preſerve both: When 2:1 
Thad. done I wrote down the Time when this hap-} O. 
pen'd, the Lear, Moneth, Day and tinie of the Day; =: 
when I faw her afterwards Lihewed it to her, LmeanÞ 7: 
Miſtreſs Rodger, who-owned that ſhe was in Travel, 40 
and ſhe and the Child in eminent danger. the Day and 

time of the Day wherein I was made to Pray for her, le 
tho! I was when I did Pray for her about Fiſty Miles fo 
diſtance from her, and knew nothing of the Time of it 
her Reckoning: Adored be his Name, for as I have o1 
Read and. heard, ſo have, 1 feen, ther the Secret af w 
be Lord is- with them tha fear him. | W 
Much. abeut the ſame Time our M in ſter in Daily, bis E 
V fe and a Son, were in great bodily trout le all at the ſame 

Time, end Confin'd each of tim to a Bed in the ſame Room; 

as many went to fhew their Concern for them and fit up 

with them, ſo I went one Day, and fat up all Night, and 
uy Eye end Earg very much affefted ny Heart: whereusY Þ 
$82 Ireſol ved were I at. Home egein, I would ſet apart 4 g 
Day to Wreſtle with GOD Far ihe Diſtreſſed, and thus teſti- 
ite. my Simpathy with. them. Accordingly when I came d 
home, I ſet af ert a Day for Prayer, and earnefily beg'd offi þ 
God tha: he would ſpare them, I got no ſutis fuctian that #1 
Dey, wierefore I ſpent à ſ.cond Day the. ſame Way, and 
et kne :o not the Lord's mind concerning them, ſo that 1 
#5: 6. Third Day apart for the ſame furjofe, aud then the 
Lord afſured me, that the MiniſteF*Mr, Crawfurd and 
his Wife ſhould Recover, but that the Son ſpould net, but 
ould get what was far betier, the Everlaſting Salvation 
of, hir Soul. Von this I was Fully jerfivaded, that all 
2world be a God had uſſured, aud thought it proper to go 
and tel] Mr. (Tgzwfurd and hie Wife thir for their en- 
cob rg ment. accordingly I went and told them, that both 
efthem. ou Recover, andatheir Sen never would, bu 
ud HI for. exermore ; end. g it cameo paſr, th 
N 2 
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{H Porenry Recovered 70 Health, aud the Child pined'owey: 
nfl 2:11 he Died, but gave full ſatirfattion 40 all, that be 
Died is the Lord, And now Gloty 10 God, who gavems | 
; many Errends 10 the Throne of Grace, for by this he 
af Teftified his Lowe t my poor Soul, iu that he ever kept ms | 
LE about his bountiful Hand. | | 
d Aſter this I was pained muck with a Stich in my {| 
, left Shoulder fo that for three Weeks 1 was not able o 
SE follow my Work, for 1 could not lift it up or ſtretch 
i ont, but hold it on my Breaſt like an Arm broken 
ef or out of Joint; on which I came ever to Kirkeſwald, 
f& where 1 frequently came to Pray and Meditate, and 
went into the Church, which was tke Place where 
io Prayer was wont to be made, when Iwas in that part. 
| A, I was Preying, Ifoergot to ut up a Kequeſt aborus 
2; my Arm, being very muchenlarged as to other Thing x, till 
Lua, juſt going to cieſe aud end the Duty; end then it 
d was ſtrongly imtreſt on my Mind, that T ſhould fut up 4 
Petition for the Recovery of my Arm, and it ſhould be 
granted, on which I beg'd f God to Remove my Pain, 
if ard cllow me the uſe of my Arm, for Harveſt was tiow 
nel drawing on, and 1 no ſooner defered the Favonry. then I was 
of perſwaded that it. was granted: Whereufon after I arofe 
at from Duty I put it tothe. Tryal, and firetched out my Arm, 
cid it was as well and flrong as ever, and has continued fo 
eder firice, this was ſurely done bythe ſame Power and 
4e goodneſs, which long ago healed the Withered Hand. 
nd There were ſome Things which I ſhould have mentioned 
ur before, that now I fball give an Account of. | 
872 In our Loys of Fiery Tryal and Perſecution before the 
1% Revolution, I fell inte a great Ft der, aud lay iu a Co. 
ge Houſe of my Fathers; when I had lain Fourteen Dgys I 
er got an Account, that theregvas to Le @ ſtrict᷑ Search made 
by the Enemy fer ſuch as I was; on whith the fifteengh 
Day Ireſe up in the Rage of the Fever, and wett on Foot 
#oGCaſtle-Riegart,, which, was about Teeny, Miles from 
* R _ - - - — | . FIN or, = the: 
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the Plate where I war lying : 4 Wife ſtaid in that Fa-. dy 
mily at that Time, and nome but the Lady and ſome feu Mr 
ane I wan there, it was not fit the Laird ſhould know of Re 
it, lea ſt be had been br ought to his Oath, and forfalued on lit 
my Account: When kent there I lay down, as I came a- fri! 
Way in the Rage of the F.ver, but Strangers coming to the al 
Houſe, I ws 95liged to leave the Room, to make way for YC 
them, and was pit in a !iitle Cloſet above the Laird's ſtel 
Room; when I was laid in there being iu great vv 
Sickrieſs I moaned much and it ſeems pretty loud,” for my IW 
Wife being in the Laird Chamber heard me, and runing Nv 
pt me, told ms { behoved to give over Moaiting, other- {lt 
wiſe the Laird 199uld hear, and would certainly enquire 
about me; Tihoug'it it hard net to be allowed to Moan, 
when. my trouble wir ſo great; howener conſidering the, 
Danger it might ef aſe, boih the Family and my ftif is, I 
beg d of God to keep me from it, and nd ſooner did entreat 
the Favour, but He Lord granted it, and if he had not fit 
done it, Ic04,14 no more. of my ſelf ſtop it, then I could an 
Command of tpe Rage of the Fever, fa 
A little after the Revolution, I being at C-ojgdaroch, Id: 
was looking out at a Window, and ſaw Creigdarroch Bit! 
ſtanding without, I no ſooner ſaw bis Face. then LN a! 
was impreſt with his Death. yea aſſured as he was 
| now going to his Regiment, he ſnould rerer retuen IA. 
the following Day he ſet off for the Regiment, which, 
lay ahout Edinburgh, and in Prayer and out of pray- 4 
er, JI was perſwaded he ſhould never ſee his Fami- 
ly again; This 1 told to my Wife and the Lady's 0 
-Genticwoman, got them to promiſe never to ſpeak || 1 
of it, till tke Truth of this Perſwaſion ſhould appear: 
3 very ſoon after he was Kilbd at.£514;-Þ {c 
crantie and never returned, aſter the Battle it was P 


Reported. that he was taken Priſoner, and carried BF 
efiby.the Highlanders, I went to Prayer about it, and R 
Was aſſured he was Dead Alter which I tol&the La- 
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Ny. that ſhe had better lay her Account to hear of 
ew [Crigdarr:ch's Death, then vainly imagine be was ta- 
ken Priſoner, for I was certain he was Dead: A 


liule after Lady Craigdorroch got ſeveral Letters aſſu- 


Iring ber that Graigdearroch was taken Priſoner & flill 


alive, (he ſhevved me thi ce of them, & ſaid, vvhat do 
you think of your ſelf novy, for here are Three Let- 


ters from Perſurs of Note, contitming the Report 


vve had of Crnjgdorroch's being Priſoner; 1 told 
Write to her vv ho vvould that her Husband vas a- 
tive, I affured her of the contrary; vv hich poor Lady 


ſhe ſoon found to be true. 


About the fame Time, Three of Creigderroch's 
Children took the ſmal Pox; vvhen ever I vvent in 
to ſee them, and looked on the Second Son, Iwas im- 
preſt he would Die, and this kaunted me both in 
Prayer for him, and when eve: I looked on him, ſo 
firmly was I perſvvaded of it that Itold the Lady 
and my Wiſe, that the Cfd vvould Die; the Lady 
ſaid, (he could not obſerve the leaſt Simptom or cv1.. 
dence of it, aſſured I her ſhe vvould find it ſo; and ſo 
it foll ent, for that Child Died by the Small Pox, 
and the other Tyvo Recovered. 


A little before the Revolution, T had a Freat 
defire to be acquainted with one Nichalus Dal- 
ry,:the, an experienced Chriſtian, who lived a- 
bout {ix Miles from Craigdarroch in the Pariſh 
of Keir. Jentreated my Comrade who was ac. 
quainted with her, to go along with me, when 

we came to her Houſe and had diſcourſed- 


8 ſome Time. I retired to the Fields for ſecret 


Prayer about Midnight, when I went to Pray 

I was much ſtraitned, aud could not get one 

Requeſt, but Lord Pit y, Lord help, this Icame- 
3 | 8 over 
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over frequently at length the Terror of £a7a 
fell on me in a high degree, and all I could ſay 
eventhen, was Lord help; I continued in the 
Duty for ſome time notwithſtanding of this 
Terror, at length I got up to my Feet and the 


an 
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Terror ſtill encreaſed, then the Frey tookIin 
me by the Arm pits, and ſeemed to lift me up po 
by my Arms, I ſaw a Loch jult be fore me, andi fo. 


I concluded he deſigned to Drown me there by 

Force, and had he got leave to do 10 it might 

have brought a great Reproach upon Religion 

but as I had frequently in my ſtraitned Cale, 

and under this Terro: Cried to the Lofd for 

help,ſo I may ſay my God helped me, anJgave 

not the Enemy Power over me; however! 

came in, and told the Chriſtian Woman an] 

my Comrade, what the Ee had done, and 

my Comrade asked if I wonld go out with him 

and Pray be fore we went to Bedi I agreed to 

it, he asked if we ſnould go to the Place where 

I had been before, I told him I knew no inter- 
eſt the De vj had in that Place more tian ano- 
ther; on which we came to the Place, but were 
no ſooner at it, then the Terrors of S Han fell 

upon us both, aud each of us ftrove to hid it 
from another, at length I told my Comrade that 
the Enemy was nigh or to this purpoſe, he anſ- 
wercd he found that, but had not a mindto men- 
tion it; The Lord however helped us to be- 
in Spiritual Diſcourſe, aud to {peak of the 

: Ferteckions of God and Love in Chriſt, and 
the Cue my troubled us no more; we went to 
| Prayer 
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Prayer, and the Lord very much enlarged me. 
Mand was kind in ſpite of the Eremy. . 


Some time aſter the Revolution a Boy a- 


15Ybont twelve years of age inthe nighbourhood, 


1C 
Mic 


Was frequently Tempted by Satan, to ſell his 


Intereſt in Chrifl; the Boy abhorred the Pro- 


upfpoſal, but was ſtill haunted with it and that 


dor a confiderable ] ime, it troubled him ſo 


much that his Relations feared he might loſe 
the Exerciſe of his Reaſon, they ſent one o- 
ver withhim to me, I was. told his Caſe be- 
ſore; When he came he burſted ont, becauſe of 
ihe Eixexry; I took him into the Barn and 
Prayed, that God would free him from the 
Fremy. and mace him Pray likwiſe, and after 
ſome diſcourſe I Prayed again, and aſter me the 
Eoy, and the Lord rebuked Satan that he ne- 
ver troubled him more I had occaſſion to ſee 
alter he had been ſome time abroad, and 
he told me that the Enemy had never got leave 
to aſſault him as he had done, and never per- 
plexed him fince we had Prayed together. 
Some time after this my Son Job, was Ser. 

vant with Mr. Adam in Kirkoſwal, and took - 
2 great Swelling in both his legs, which came 
to ſuch a Pitch, that he was obliged to quite 
his Work and come Home to me for a time, 
when he came ] was filled with Compaſſion 
towards him, to ſee him in ſuch diſtreſs: on 
which I went and prayedto God, the great 
Phyfician of Sonl and Eody, that he would con- 
deſend to direct to proper Means for his Re. 

. S covery, 
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and heal my Son: after Prayer it was ſuggelt- 


both of Man and Beaſt, would dire& me toll 


. I might not loſe him and that he would make 


your Ways, and he will direct your Steps. IE. 


— 


covery, and that he would bleſs the Means, 
\ 
ed to me, and impreſt on my Spirit, to ſend 
for {OMe Sea-Water and waſh his Legs with 
it, I did ſo immedratly, and with once Bathing” 
of them he was as well next Morning as e-“ 
yer, and continues ſo till this Day, for God 
ſent his Powerfull Word and healed him. 

Much about that time, I had a Horſe which, 
was ſeized with an extraordinary Diſtemper,ſo, 
frightſull to look on, all that could be appli-Jw: 
ed tor the removing of it was to-no purpoſe, but L. 
ſtill increaſed the more, whereupon I humblyJ<® 
beg' d of God, that he who was the preſerve!" 


ſome proper Mean for his preſervation, that 


it uſefull; immediatly after 7 was ſtandingfF 
without with the Horſe, a Stranger came pattÞth 
who asking what ailed him. J told him. hefÞto 
directed me by the god providence of God 
to what would cure him, I imediatly made the! ' 
Application, for the mean preſcribed was!“ 
eaſily obtain'd, and no ſooner did but he was 
Recovered from his trouble. Tnis dear Chil-f, 
dren I Record that you miy make Errands lv 


to the Throne of Grace, even on the account 


of your Beaſts, and acknowledge him in allſu 


Much about the ſame Time, a Woman of my Ac-J i 


quaintance being under. the povver of a Spirit of Diſ- I b 


content, to that Degree, that ih ran from her Fami- I o 
KEE | * 
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Husbend and Daughters purſued aiter her r.ct k now- 
ing to what Deſperate courtes Satan might diive her : 
men they got her back ſhe would not enter the 
welling-Houle, but itaid in an Out-Chamber in 
great Diſcontent; As I came from the Chuck on 
abbeth, J happer'd by the good Hand of GOD au- 
pon me, by the Way to meditate on a Subject that 

ſuited her Caſe, as I was palling the Houſe, it was 
chſborn in upon me to go and Viſit her, and diop 
I ſomething ſuitable to ker 1 entation, becaute « candle 
li- 1207 lighted to put under a Bufhil, ard feeing the 
ut Lord had fhewn nic the Evil ard Dapger of a dil- 
ly contented Spirit, it was repreſented to me as my 
el lunqueſtionable Duty, to help if 1 could the Poor 
Woman under her Trouble; on this I went in ard 
finding her Hushand and Daughters abuut her in 
the Chamber, I diſcourſed for Yome time as the Lol d 
kel enabled. me in order te Reſeue her from ber bad 


| 
j 


ng Frame, and afterwards Prayed with them and for 


altYthem and was mnch enlarged in the Duty, hel} ed 
hefjto beg GOD would break the Power of the '1en- 
od tation, and accordingly I was made to Remark, that 
ne II never aſter could tce with her the leaſt Diſcon- 
tent with her Lot, or ever hear of her falling again 
under the Power of the Jentation. 
1 forgot to tell you, that in the Time of the High» 
1-Y 1,99 Hoſt before Borkire!, when we bad no open 
CSE Vifion, honeſt Minifters being in Danger of 
nth their Lives, and many of them Baniſhed the Coun- 
allfBtry, 1 had occaſion to hear Mr. William Lan, 
Preaching on the Hill of Drumuilly, about two Miles 
from the Bar, and fitting with my Face to the South 


\c-B1 thought I ſaw-as it were the Heavens opened, and 


i- beheld the Glory of God ſhintng bright in the Face 
ny of Jeſus Chriſt, I ſaw 72 a wonderſull Diſplay of 


„ With a firm Reſolution never to Return; Fer. 


4 9 * 


* 


all 


_—_—.. 


oo 


I never meet with, in the Diſpenſation of the Wort 
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with on Dremrhilly. Hill before Bethe! Engagement 
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al] the, Divine Perſections in their dazling Splend 
that I not only was made in a Ravithing way, | 
ade hm for Redeeming Love, but for, all the 
un leſerve4 goodnes which he beflows on the ver 
Wicke1. I was made to ſee ſomewhat vt the exce 
lent Glory in every Creature I ſet my Eyes upo 
(ach a Manifeitation or rather Viſion ot AD di 


(ave one very like it on the Munday of a Comm 
nion at Streiten, and it may be, malt not expett ti 
1 be allowed to fee him Face to Face, and kno 
even as I an known; tho' I muſt own, he has (re 


quenily ſatistied me With the Fatre's of his Houſer, 


and let me frel his Power, and ſee his Glory in afithi: 
bis Oidinances, yet I never met with ary thing t 
came up to the foreſaid Manifeflations, where 
might truly ſay, Ivar fick of Love, and gat as mus 
of the New Wire which goes down ſweetly, as I 
w- i] able to bear; and I muſt own, that What Im 


nid wondertally confirng me in the Faith, and r-Jno! 
mack ably prepare me for. continuing with Chr. 
in his Lentations, and kept me from T hriſting 2 
er Li nes things, when he led me through the De 
fart. 

| ſhul only a1d one Thing more which is thi: 
hat having come to Kirkoſwald on a certain ting di 


as frequently 1 did, to ſpend à Day in the Church an 


in Prayer and Meditation; when I was at, Pray: of 


in the Seifton-Hanſe early in the Morning, I hear” 


a mighty Nolte at the Church door, as of one knockfth 
ing-in great haſte, I fancying that ſome ſad Think it 
had fallen out in the Miniſter's Family, becaufl N. 
they knew what I was about, and never uſed to call N 
or me titl I came in at Njzht; this made me rifl C 
om Prayer and go to the Door with ſpeed, buf 


fonn{] t. 


hFound no Perſon there, Caf i might have been a 
e Mog, I featched every Scat in he Church both be- 
clow and in the Common Loſt, and found nething, 
hercfore I retained to Prayer again, and in the 
ime of it, there was a great Noiſe in the Dead-Cheit 
5r Cofliin which was hard by me, } then unde 
tood it was Ssian but was not at all ſuffei'd to f. 
nder his Terror, | continued in the Duty for a 
onfiderab'e time, my Face was towards tie Ccfimn 
fin which the Noiie was. when Irofe up from Fray- 
uſJer, I went and look'd into the Coffin and ſaw no- 
Athing there, and knowing that. the Enemy warted 
ho iright nie fiom my Duty. I fat down to Bead 
e End Meditate; no ſooner was 1 begun. then the 
Benny made a Noiſe on the Loft juil above. ar.d 
witknocked as il one weie calling another up. cn which 
ml looked up to him, or towards' the Place z lee 
eniſihe ſeemed to be and affured the Eremy be fhrould 
not make me ſearch after him any mote: Ile 
r Tord whom ! ſerved did Rebuke bim that he ti oub- 
afled me no more and 1 left not the Place 6r n 
Del Duty till my erctinary Tine, J hat which the 
Tem{ier ſeemed to have in View, was to diſcourare 
hi me hom coming to that Flace for Prayer ant N. e- 
meditation, tor my Conventiency was not great at Ion e, 
rc and to he at ſons diſtance fi om the Hurry and Noiſe 
ye of the World, J choſe to come to Kiri H, being 
ar intimately acquainted with Mr. Adams the Niniffer, 
ck that fo 1 might terve the Lord withont Diſtt ation : 
inf it was my oidinary to ſet apart ore Day in the 
ju Moncth ſor Faſting and Humiliation. Prayer ar d 
call Meditation, and found great quict ſor it in tle 
riff Church of Kirkeſwald, I ſtaid in the Mirifteis win 
by I was at that Place, and went into the Church in 
inf the Morning abaut Sun-rifing, and came rot ol 
til} Sun-ſctt.ng in the longeſt Summer-Day; and i 
F 2 | caſe 
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caſe Matters went not well wth me the firſt Day, 
uſually ſpent the ſecond, and ſometimes the third Day 
in the foteſaid Duties, and found this a great mean 
of hol-ting my Soul in Life; then I could-ſay, 0 
how love 1 thy Law. it is my Meditation all the Day: 
and it was ever with me, and I rejoiced when I 
to ind bis Word, as one that findeth great ſpoil, and 
could ſay, hat Teſteerned the Words of his Mouth, more 
then my neceſſury Food, Now Satan knowing all this, 
thought to banith me from the Place where I had 
* belt Retirement, Bur my GOD belted me. 


Having ſhevrn you Dear Children, ſome of the 
E x-rciſes of Soul | have been under, and ſome of 
tne Remarkable Providences and Returns of Prayey 
I have met with; 1 thall now lay before you ſome 
Meditations, which were both Refreſhing and Con- 
firming to my Soul, and 1 lay them before you to 
Recommend to you, the tao much neglected Duty 
of Meditation, and in order to Commend Glorious 
Chriſt, asd a Life of Faith, to your never dying 
Souls. | | | | 

The firſt Med'r4rion I ſhall give you an Account 


of, is what 1 foind uſefull to me, on the ix. off 


Act, 22, Proving that this is very Chriſt, I conſi- 
dered how it is Pioven, that the Lord Jeſus is the 


very Meſſi and great Saviour and what Reaſons} 


might be given. why ſuch an important Truth 


(hould be ſo fully Proven as this has been: I find! 
that Jeſus is the very Chriſt, is clearly Proven from 


the following Particulars, 


if, To him gave all the Prophets wimeſs, AAS . 43 


They exactly deſcribed him long before he came 


into the World, as the ſeed of the Woman that ſhould} 


bruiſe the head of the Serpent, as the Prophet, whom 
the Lord ſhould raiſe up trom among his People, 


> | like 


— 


like unto Moſes; as the ile to whom the gather- 
an] ing ef the People ſhould be, when at his coming he 
on Scejter ſhowld depart from Judah, and the Law-giver 
yl from berween his Feet: As the Child Whom the Vi- 
II gin ſhould Conceive, whoſe Name ſhould be Ja- 
ad manuel, vea, they told where he ſhould be Born, 
rel and of what Tribe and Family, and the Snſiciings. 
is, be Mould uadergo, and the Tine when this Niehl: 
ad % ſhould come and be cut off; yea they faretuid, 
how rconial Kably the Gerries ſhould believe in his 
Name, ſe that to him gave all the Proper bie. 
he 2aly, it is ev ident, that the Jewiſh Nation was ex- 
off p<Qing a Meſſi-b about the Lime, the very Tine 
er. when Crit was Born; and Herod ſeenicd to be tals 
nel ly perlwaded of it, when he bad enquite wheie be 
n-. fhould be Born, and they told to him, that it mOule 
toll be in B:hlekem according to Scyif ture. Where: wie 
ty know he was Born; and Herod and thoſe about him 
us} were {o convinced that he was come into the Worid, 
81 that he Slew many Children, expecting to have cut 
him off, who had been the expeciation of the Jews, 
ntl The Prophers had Tetiified fo diſtincity concen- 
oll ing the Meſſiah, that the Yews had no diſficulty in 
J underflanding that he was to ceme, whom the Pro- 
hel the ſo exaltly deſcribed. . 
ns. 3 aly, 1 bat Jeſus was the true Meſſich, was leſti- 
th fied by ald forts of Witneſſes, g0od Angels Wit- 
d nefſed of him, when he was to be Conceived, when 
ml he was Born, when he roſe from the Deacl, and 
When he Aſcended up into Heaven, as you may 
34 Read in the New Teftamer:r, GOD allo bore Tefi:- 
nes mony to him by a Voice from Heaven at ſeveral 
Times, that ke was hit only legotien Son, and the 
m great Propher whom he enjoins all to hear. He alſo 
e bad the Teſtimony of his very Enemies, yea the 
ell Devils were forced to 7 his being the very CErifh, 
8 f 3 and 
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and he wanted not tne Teſtimony of many Friends I th 
and Followers. | | L 
4taly, When Christ enier'd upon his Publick Mi- of 
niſtry, he afſ:rted that he was the Promiſed Meſſiah, I th 
and that he h44'the great (Qnaliticativns and Cha- 
racters Which were forctoirt of the Meſſizh for when | 
ne entered into the Syuizogre; He declares- that the ih þ 
Spirit of the Lord Wis up 21 him. and that the Scrip- 1 & 
ture which he Read to then wis f:lidtled in him, I FE 
and trat he was the Son of GY) D and promiſed 8 
NG he wequeatly muntained before his greateſt f 
Knees. h | ( 
„%%%, Whea he called himſel the Son of GOD f 
an eh, be fully proved it by many Miracles 
which he wronz2it; to that his many great an- . 
might Works bore Witn-fs of kim, and the Yew 
expe®tel that hen the Mb famld come he would I 
work Miracles. Now it is ſuſhciently and fully | 
Proven by our Lord's Giiracles, that he was the | 
Song of 2, ant the Miracles ke wtonght were! 
m1ny, were openly done before many Enemies, and. 
fly provel that he ant his Doctrine were of GOD, 
G O woild never have leat his Power te an Im- 
poſte t) do lach Things; and this thews that he 
was the true Chrisi. : 28 
thy, ihe DoQtrine he delivered to the World; 
is every- Way Worthy of 9D and exactly calcu- 
lite to make people that Obey it happy ig Lime; | 
al !hrou ch Eternity. 
7 hν., Jar Lord fefus Propheſied of, and fore- 
tl many Things witich came exactly to pads, as | 
his Daub, ans Refſanredtion, the Pieaching 'of- the | 
Goipel tough the World, and the Defruttion of Þ 
tne Te ople, an! his lending down the Spirit from] 
an hieh, and that he would be with bis Servants 
to ine Ead of the World; and it's evident that all 


theie 


— — 
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; Þ theſe have had an exatt accomplifhment, and to this 
Day he is yet with his Sevants in the Diſpenlation 
Jof the Word, and Sacraments; and all” this ſhews 
» || thit he 1s the very Chrift, the great Prophet that 
- | was-promiſed to the World. | 
1 87/4y, It is Proven that Jeſus is the very Chriſt, 
© | by his Reſut rection fromthe Dead, by this be was 
declared to be the Son of GOD with Power, tho his 
„ | Encmies Watched the Sepulchre and had tealed the 
1 Stone, yet it was not pollible that the Holy One fhould 
TY fee Corruption; thereiore as he died for his Peoples 
Offences ſo he roſe for their Juſtificat on. and u hen 
be aroſe be Appeated to many Witnefles and at 
different Times, and to Witnefſes that were well 
LE. axquainted with him in bis Lite, and that converſ- 
ed with bm Forty Days after kis Reſurrection, they 
4 were Witneſſes that could not be deceived themſelves, 
not had they any the leaſt Tentation to deceive o- 
ie if thers, they endured the greateſt ſufferings, yea death, 
© || the moſt Cruel Death, tor Preaching and adhering 
. to the Doctrine of the Reſurrection, therefore as it's - 
„ fully Proven by many Honeſt and Creditable Wit- 
\- if meffes, that Chriſt rofe from the Dead as he had ſore- 
ie told, fo this his Refurre&ion Proves that he was the 
very Chriſt. for GOD wonld never have given his 
d, Almighty Power, to raiſe up an Impoſtor. b 
u- othly. As Jeſus roſe again, ſo he aſcended up in- 
le, | to Heaven, and was received to the greateſt Digni- 
ty Power and Glory, at the Right Hand of the 
e- | Majeſty on high, and thence poured down his Spi- 
| rit upon his Apoſtles and Diſciples, in ſuch an ex- 
ne traordinary manner and meaſure, that they were 
ol enabled to ſpeak all ſorts of Languages, tho' they 
Mm were but mean Fiſher- men, and had not the lear n- 


ently for golng through the Nations of the World, 
h PRE an 
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and Preaching the glad Tidings of Salvation to the 


poor Heathen, and this proves him to be Chriit. 
iothly, The Lord jeſus enabled his Apofiles and 
Diſciples, to work Miracles in his Name, and that 


frequently and openly, and this fully proves that he 
is the Son of GOD, the true Meſſiah, yea on whom- 


fogver they laid their Hands, they gave them this 
Power of working Miracles in the Name of Chriſt 
their Lord, ' 

In the Eleventh Place, As Jeſus promiſed to be 
with his Diſciples, in carrying the Goſpel through 
the World, to he was as good as his Word, and 
enabled 'I welve poor Fiſher-men, to Convert the 
World to the Chriſtian Faith, and that in oppoſt- 
tion to all that was done againſt them by Yew ane 
Gentile; and this proves that the Doctrine they car- 
ried was from G0, and that the Founder of Chri- 
ſtianity was the very Chriſt, and Saviour of the 
World, and no ther Reaſon can be giver-why the 


Gates of Hell have not been able to prevail againſt 


the Church of Ghrift to this very Day, ſo as to 


Rae it quite to the Foundation, but this, that he 
whole Naine is Jeſus, is the little Stone cut out of 


the Mount without Hands, and is the Stone, the 
tryed Stone, the precions Corner Stone, Which God 
laid in Zion for a Foundation, and tho! the Baild- 
ers in Iſraei rejected him, yet is he macle the Head 
Stone of the Corner, ard they who believe on him, 
ſhall never be alhamed. 

Io the Twelve Place, It's ſuffl. ĩently Proven to 
every ſerious Believer, that Jeſus is the very Chriſt 


aud Son of 60D, in their ſweet Experience. 


Fir, T bey fee] his Word to be a Ward of Pow- 


er to their Souls, in their Reading, Hearing, and 


— 


Meditating on it to this very Day, tbey find the 
Power ef GOD frequently accompanying the Dil- 


penſatien 


+ > 0 


w aw 4 we (0D wo, (> is 


hed 


Supplications in the Name of Chriſt, and muſt ſay 


"WS 
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2 
| penſation of the Word, Convincing, Converting | 


Sanctifying, Comforting, Dire&ing and Building up 
their Souls in their moſt Holy Faith, they find the 
Word of Chriſt enabling tkem to walk in Ways pleaſ- 
Ing to and worthy of GOD, and in Ways beft for 
themſelves, and the Society they are Members of, 
yea hey find in their Experience, that the Way 


wherein Chriſt has bid his Followers go, is a Way 


of Safety, Pleaſantneſs and Peace, afid this ſhews te 


them that Chrift is the Power of GOD, and the Wiſ- 


dom of GOD, and what he has given himſelf out to 
be, even the Son of GOD. N 
2dly, The People of GOD in their Experience, 


know leſs or more that GOD is the bearer of Pray- 


er, and>the Prayers he hears are put up in the Name 
of Chriſt, depending only on his Merits and Inter- 
ceſſion for Acceptance, and on his Spirit for aſſiſt- 


ance to Pray, and this ſufficiently confirins them in 


the ſure belief of Jefus being the very Chriſt; yea they 
not only believe that he is the only Saviour, but 


"GOD equal with the Father, and this I firmly Be- 


lieve, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Eternal Son 
of GUD, and GOD equal with the Father, the ſame 
in Subſtance, and equal with him in Fower and 
Glory; and the Reaſon why I belicve this is, be- 
cauſe it's expreſly declared, that he Created aH things, 
and that by bim all Things to this Day conſiſt, 
ord all the Perfections of GOD are aſcribed ts him, 
y Which GUD diſtinguiſheth himſelf ſrom every 
Creature; ye the Worſhip which Ged 'appoints for 
himſeif, is given to the Eternal Son, and Men en- 
Joined to Honour the Son, as they Honour the Fa- 


ther: On ſuch Accounts as theſe am I perſwadef 


that glorious Chriſt is GOD, and GOD equal with 
the Father, and in this Faith have I put up many 


have 
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have been ſpeedily Anſwered; which I perſwade 
my ſelf GOD would never do, if his Eternal Son 
were not GOP equal with him as I believe, for he 
Will not give his Glory to another, nor take it well that 
his Worſhip be given to any Creature; when Ifirm- 
ly believe that Chriſt is GD equal with the Fa- 
ther, and in this Faith beg Favours, from God. and 
God readily grants them, this to me, is a Teſtimony 
from 40D himſelf, that his Sen is equal to him, 
ani lays me under the greateſt Obliga ion to con- 
tinue firm in this Belief: Therefore Dear Children, 
be Heffait in the Faith, not only of this that Jeſus 


is the true Chrift, and that his Doctrine is from 


GOD, but O be ftedfaft and wnmorable in this great 
Article of our Faith, that here are Three Per hug in 
the God-head, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and that 


theſe three are 64e God, the ſume in Subſtance, and equal 


in Power and Glory: and O ſtudy to know GUD as 
the Hearer of the Prayers put up in the Name of 
Chriſt, and this may ſally ſatisfie you, that Jeſus is 
the very Chrift, the true and Eternal GOD; for 
you may be affared. GOD would never encourage 
any to put np Requeſts to him, in the Name of an 
Impoſtor and Deceiver. | | 


A Toird Experience which ſatisfies Believers that 
Jeſus is the true Chriſt, is this; when ever they are 
convinced of their Sin, and Gailt ſtares tkein in the 
Face, there is nothing in Heaven or Earth that can 

ive them Eaſe, till they get as it were their Sins 
Nailed to the Croſs of Chriſt, and this I have fre- 
quently found in my Experience, and having waſh- 
ed in the Fountain of Chriſt's Blood, I have found 
Joy and Peace in Sellers and this ſatisfieth me, 
that Jeſas is the very Chrift. 


A Fourth Experience is this, That glorious Chriſt | 


according to his Promiſe to this very Time. does 
| manifeſt 
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manifeſt himſelf to ſome, 
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other ways then he does to 
the World, and this 1 have found when he has 
drawn by the Vail, and ſhewn me all the Per fecti- 
ons of GOD ſhining bright in the Face of Jeſus, ſo 
as I have been made to call him the Power of God, 
and the Wiſdom of (304, and have found theſe diſ- 
plays of his Glory always enclining me, to Live the 
more ſo as te deny ail ungotlireſs end Wordly tufls, 
and to live ſobery, righteeuſly and Godly in this pre- 
ſent World, and to fludy to have a Conſcience void of 
offence tewerd God, and toward Moan, Yea by theſe 
Manifeſtations have I been encouraged to continue 
with him in his Tentations, and with chearfulneſs 
take up his Croſs and tollow him through all diſ- 
conragements, and: have found his Conſolations ſo 
f-nfible and ſtrong, ſo ſupporting and rejoicing un- 
er the ſoreſt Affliction, that it proves to me, that 
eſus whoſe Name is like Gintment poured forth, 
to me is indeed the true Chriſt, tho' Strangers in- 
termedle not with this Joy. 
In the 1% Place, If Jeſus were not the true Chrift, 
theſe Abſnrdities would neceffarily follow. 
Firſt, That all the Miracles wrought by him and 
in his Name, were wrought by the Power and Po- 
licy of Satan, bat how abſurd is this to imagine, 
that the Devi! would work Miracles to corfiim a 
Doctrine, ſo oppoſite to and deſtructiye of his King- 
dom of Darkneſs. 8 

2dly, That GOD had beſtowed his incommuni- 
cable Perfections upon an Impoſture, to make him 
capable of deceiving the World, which would be 
the grofſeſt Blaſphemy to alledge. $2 

Therefore it is ſufficiently Proven, that Jeſus is 
the true Chriſt. 
The Reaſons why this is ſo fully Proven ſeem to be. 
Ft, Becauſe this true Chriſt is GOD as well as 
2 Man, 


* 
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Man, and this being a great Myſtery, it is the morelſſe. 


fully confirmed by GOD; Great js the myſtery of God 


lineſt, God manifeſted. in the Fleſh, therefore was it: 


' - ſo neceſſary that he ſhould be juſtified by the Spirit, 
in the working of Miracles, accompliſhing Predic- 
tions, carrying the Goſpel thro' the World, and do- 
ing good to. Souls thereby. 2 


2dly, It was fit that this ſnould be ſo well Proven, 


becaule of the great Superſtructure that was to be 


built thereon, for on this Rock, Chriſt being the true 


Meſſiab and Son of GUD, has he built his Church, 
and the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 


340), It is ſufficiently Proven, becauſe of the great | 


Oppoſition that thuuld be made againſt it; this was 
early and firongly oppoſed from the Begining, and 
the Spirit of Error did ſoon appear, as Peter declares, 
ii. Epiſt. ii. Chap. 1. But there were falſe Prophets a- 
mong the People, even as there ſhall be falſe Teachers a- 
mong yen, whe privily ſhall bring in damnable Hereſies, 
even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring u. 
pon themſolves ſwift deſtruction: And this Spirit of 
Error is now coming in like a Flood, and the Dra- 
gen fpe wing out of his mouth many Hereſies, tadrown 
the Woman and the Man Child, but the Spirit of 
ITtuth has lift up a Standard againſt Error hitherto, 
and will yet do it, for tho? many are now making 
War with the Lamb, yet the Lamb ſhall overcome 
them, For he is King of Kings, and Lord of Lordi, and 
they that are and will be with him, and will earneſt- 
ly contend for him, ere called, choſen and faithful, 

Now Dear Children, ſeeing 60 has ſufficiently 
Proven, that Jeſus is the true Chriſt, and that his Doc- 
trine is from GOD, and he the Promiſed Meſſiah and 
great Saviour of the World, and ſeeing this is ſo fully 


Proven, that we might believe that Jeſus is the Son oi 
90, and that they who do not Believe may be inex- ! 


cuſable, 
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eh ruſable. O will ye beg'of GOD to help you to Be- 
Keve all that is fo clearly Revealed concerning Chrift, 
and ſce that ye fly to him ſor your City of Refuge, it's 


Proven that he is Chriſt, therefore venture our 


Souls on this Rock of Salvation; and O ſee that ye 
Name the Name of Chrift, ſo as to depart from Ini- 
-quity; O welceme the Anointed of the Father, as 
your Prophet, Prieſt, and K ing, and every Day ſearch 


the Scriptures, which Teſlifie of this Chriſt, and ſee 


ye live to him, and ſtudy to know your Intereſt in 


* and if ye do his will, ye ſhall know that bis 


Doctrine is of God. Now as this Meditation which 


the Lord helped me to, has been both many Times - 
refreſhing and eſtabliſhing to my Soul, I wiſh the 
rd make it ſo to you. LAG 
My Dear Children, my Strer gth failing me, and 
my earthly Houſe haftcning to be diſſolved, 1 ſhall 
not add any more of theft Meditations, which have 
been very ſweet to me, excepting in ſo far as they 


fall in with my Laſt Advices to you, and which 1 


ſball give you with dying Breath and Care, as 


follows. 


Firſt, Set apart ſome Time every Day for Read- 
ing God's Word, Read it with Obſervation, depen-. 


ding on God to make it uſefull to your Souls, com- 1 


pare Scrjpture with Scripture, as my cuſſom was, 
and Meditate therein beth Day and Night, and fee 
vou ſtudy to thirk, ſpeak and Act, according to 
.the Law, of, Liberty by which ye ſhall be judged. 
245% Beg of GOD to let you fee your loſt flate 
by: Nature, and practice befere it be 100 late. 


34), Fly to the City of Kefuge with all ſpeed, and A 


cloſe with Chrift as your Proyher, Frieft and King, 
who came to ſeek and fave them that were loſt, for 


. there is no oiber Name given under Heater by" bc, 
| ye can be Saved, gs 1 e 
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ally, Learn de le by Faith, in all the varioz 
acceptations in which aith is taken in the Werd 

1. Believe that GOD is, and that be is Reward 
er of all thoſe who diligently ſeek him. Heb. xi. 6. 

2. Believe all that is Written in the Seripture to 
be the Word of GOD, Ad. xxiv. 14. 

2. Believe all the Myfterics of the Chriftian Re- 
ligien revealed by GUD, tho' at preſeat ye cannot 
comprehend them, but in your dark and depraved 
ſtate, are ready to cry out, How cars theſe Things let are 

4. Believe firmly that GOD will in due Time, 
Fall his faithful Promiſe, tho' never ſo many-diſ-JSi1 
penſations of Providence ſhould ſeem to Rand. in 
the way thereof. Rom. iv. 18. 19, 20, 21. 

5. Live by Faith ſ6 as to truſt in God, as you m: 
allſufficieat help, when all ontward kelp and cem At 
fort are far out of fight, Hab. iii. 17. 

8. Live by Faith, ſ@ as to Renew your choiſe o 
Chriſt daily, and reft on him alone for eompleatÞa 
Salvation, as made of God unto you Wiſdom, Righ- kl 
teouſneſs, SanQtification and Redemptien, giving 
him'employment in all his Offices, and Relations, k. 
John i. 11. 12. Gal. . 

7. Live by Faith, ſo as to depend on God's Fa- 
therly Care, for Food to eat and  Raiment to put on. 
Luke xil. 22. to the 2 9 Verſe. 

8. So Live by Faith, as to be ſtedſaſt in the Faith, 
adhering cloſely to the Fundamental Articles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and the whole Doctrine af Chri- 
ftianity, in your ſeveral Stations contending earge 
eſtly for the Faith, once delivered to the Saints. 

ude 3. 

Ty M:/tation on this of Living by Faith, Las 
been lefg to my Soul, may it be ſo to yours. | 
Now 9 Live 7 Faith bar Children for with-|i 

out 
| 


— 2 — — 2 


ey 


6 
* 


— 
7 
— 


F 2 
out it it is impoſſible to pleaſe GOD, Nb. xi. C. 
d-J without it you muſt die in your fins, John vill. 24. 
Without this, Dark diſpenſations of Previdence will 
make you ſtaggar at the-Promiſe, and cry out with 
Mary, Luke 1. ow can theft things be? With- 
out Faith all outward help will fail you, Act, xx ii. 
20. and it's only by Faith you can look on things 
not ſeen by the Bodily Eye, ven the things wi.ich 
are Eternal. ii, Cor. iv. 18. | > 
5 thly, 1 adviſe you to chooſe Affliction rather then 
Sin, and Suffering when call'd thereto, rather then 
deny the Faith, or, make a Shipwrack of a good 
Contcience, you know not what fiery Tryals you 
may yet meet with for Rizltconfreſs ſake, tho ge. 
ruſzlem has been by-Zioms GOD made a quiet Ha- 
bitation for. near Forty Years, yet we may ſay the 
Bellows are Burnt, the Lead conſumed in the Pie, 
and the Founder melteth in vatn, for the filthy ae 
filthy fill, fo that GO D may yet again ſet up his 
Fur nace in Zion, arid heat-it ſeven Times more, till 
ke purge away the futh of the Daughters of 2 on. 
| Now Dear Children if the Lord of Hoſts come as 
a- Ja Refiners Fire, and like Fullers Sope, who may 
on. abide the Day of his coming. and who ſhall] flard 
when he appeareth, be ſtedfaft and unmoveable, 
th, Irong in the Faith; and quite your ſelves like Mer, 
the be Valiant for the Truth upon Earth, and the Truth - 
ri-Jſhall: make you free, depend on GOD who givis 
rij Inot only-to Believe, but to fuffer for his Name, aud 
nfs. he will holp you-to continue with bin in his Tere 
tations; thus ſhall ye have the Teſtimony of a gaod 
has Conſcience, which all your Adverſarics ſhall nat Le 
-. -Jable to Rob you of, and if ye ſuffer with him, ye 
ith- ſhall alſo Reign with him, and your light Afflid ion 
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out which will be but for a Moment;ſhall wel k for you a 


far more exceeding _ eternal weight of Glary. 1 
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Poiſonous Creatures did moſt frequently reſort, nei- 
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muſt own to his Praiſe and Ser, that GOD dealt * 


well with my Seul, when he led me into the Wil- B 


derneſs, ard as I elcaped the Sword of the Enemy, ar 
ſo I fonnd grace in the Wilderneſs: yea, daring my] ti; 
Nine Years Suffering, I was much filld with Joy h. 
and Peace in Bclieving; I wawgade to take joy- {c 
fully the ſpoilling of my goods, and with pleafureſ} Y 
far his Names ſake wandered in Deſerts, and in] ce 
Mountains, in Deas and Caves of the Earth. I lay] ar 
ſour Months in the coldeſt Seaſon of the Year, in a] re 
Hay-ftack in my Fathers garden, and a whole Fe- a 
bruary in the op:n Fields not far from Camragen, d 
aud this 1 did without the leat prejudice from the] th 
Night Air, one Night when lying in the Fields ce 
near the Czrrick-Miln, I was all covered with Snow 
in the Morning. Many Nights have 1 lain with 
pleaſure in the Church Tura of Old Daily, and made 
a Grave my Pillow, frequently have 1 re brted to 
the Old Wills above the Glen near to Camragen arid 
there ſweeily reste: And as GOD was very kind 
by Night and Day to. my Soul, ſo he preferyed 
me from the fear of Satan, the Enemy did not mo- 
le& or affiight me in my Solitary hiding Places; 
Yea, the Lord aſſured me, that he had made for me 
a Covenant with all the Rzaſts of the Field, ſo that 
Iwas not afraid to Sleep in thoſe very Places where 
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ther received 1 at any time the leaſt prejudice from 
them, or any of the Beaſts of the Field. All this 
Dear Children is weil known to yonr Mother, wh9 
was my co:nfortable Companion in many of my Tri 
balations, and I acquaint you with them, that y 
may be encouraged to ſollow the Lord fully, thro q 
good Report and bad Report, were it even as throy © 

a 
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the ſwellings of Ford), I muſt own as I hav 
Moucned tor Zien in the Day of her Diſtreſs, 15 
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2 following Particulars be your grounds of Com- 
Ort. 

1. Tho! ye bo yerily guilty, ye have without 
known guile fitd to the Ciry of Kefage, and given 
your Conſent that Chrift ſhould be yours on his 

own Terms. Hes. vi. 18. | | 

2. His Covenant is well ordered, everlaſting 2nd 
ſare, and Chriſt is the ſurety of it. II. Sam. XXIil. 5. 

3. Picad his Promiſe as Jacob did of old, Ger. 
XXII. 12. And thou ſailft I will ſurely de thee good, 
and ſay with the P/aImift, Pſal. cxxx. s. I wait for 
the Lerd, my Soul doth wait, and in his Word do I hope, 

4. Plead his Mercy, Pſalm cxxx 4. For ere is 
forgiveneſs with bim, and in the 7 Verſe, Les Iſrael 
hoje in the Lord, for with the Lord there is Mercy, and 
plenteous Redemption, © | 

g. Plead upon the former, diſplays of his Mercy 
to others in former Ages, in like Circuinſtances 
with you, as in Pſalm IXXXV. 2. Tao hit forgiven 
the iniquity of thy People, thou haſt covered all their fin. 
Fee alſo, Pal. cyi. 43. 44, 45. verſes. not, 

6. Encourage your ſelves even in this, that jt is 
-a great Mercy it is no Warfe with you, Lam. iii. 


— 


ſumed. . | 


7. Draw Comfort alſo from this, that tho! he chaſ-l 


tea his People in Time, he will not caſt off for e- 
ver, but tho' he cauſe grief, yet will he have com- 
paſſion, according to the Maltitude of his Mercies. 
Lam. iil. 31, 32. See alſo, I. Xing xi. 39. 

8. The Lord allows you ts cry uate him from 
me ends of tke Earth, when your Heart is over 


whelmed, and there is 4 Rock he can lead you too, that 


it higber then you Pal. Ix 2. Plal.Ixxxvi. 7. 
9. Thy? Iniquities, as ye nuſt confefs, prevail a 
againſt you, yer rhe Lord will purge away your trar: 


Semi 


22. It is of the Lord's Merciet, that we are not con- 
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greſſions, Plal, Ixv. 3. Pal. cxxx. 3. 4. When ye can 
ſay, that ye count your ſelves wretched and miſer- 
able, becauic ef prevailing corruption, and groan 
being burdened on the account of it, the Comforter 
that can relieve your Soul is not far from you; he 
will turn again and have compaſſion, and ſubdue your 
Iniquity and will caſt all your Sins into the depths of 
the Sea, he retaineth not his anger for ever, becerſ6 
he” delighteth in Mercy. Micah vii. 18. 19. 
10. Remember fcrmer Kindneſs, even the days and 
years of the right hand of thq moſt Ligh, and own with ' 
the Eſalmiſt, Fial. xxx. It. Then haſt turned for me 
wy e, ning into dancing, thou haſt put of my. Sack- 
cleath and girded me with gladneſs; and cry out as 
in the xlii. Pſal. 6. O my Gd, my Soul is caſt down 
within me, therefore will IT remember thee from the 
Land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the Hi 
Lizar. . „ 
11. Le can appeal unto GOD, that ye take no e- 
vil way or coarſe under your trouble, when ye 
are crying out, even 18 dey is my complaint bitter, 
my ſtroke is heavier then my groauing. ye can alſo 
ſay, with Job xxiii. 19. Bat he knoweth the way that 


| 1 take; and ye reſalvegto be able to ſay, as in the 


11. 12, Verſes, My foot hath held his Steps,” his way 
have I keft, and net declined, neither have I gone back 
from the Command ment of his Lips, I eſteem the words. 
of his Mouth, more then my neceſſary food: See alſo. 
Pſal. cxlii. 3. When my Spirit wes overwhelmed with=. 
in me, then thou kreweſt my path. 8 


12 Tho' for the preſent ye have loft all hope in 
your apprehenſion, yet it's no ſmall Mercy that you 
are not put beyond all poſſibility of hope, argue 
then with the Church of old, Lam. iii. 21. 22, 39. 


4 This I recalh to. my mind, therefore have I hope, it is 
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of the Lord: Mer aies that. xue are got conflunied. Where=. | 
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We all yet praiſe him, who is the health of my Counte- 
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fore doth a living Man . a Man for the pus 
niſhment of his fins? Aſter all, Cry ont with the 
Pſalmiſt, Why art thou caſt down O my Soul, end why 
art thou diſquieted within me, fill hope in God, for I 


nance and my Gh. 
hl, I adviſe you ſeriouſly to conſider your 
latter end, Deut. xxxii. 29. O that they were wiſe, 
that they underſteod-this, that they would conſider their 
letter end. Remember Dear Children, that God has 
made you Rational Creatures, capable of ſerious 
confidepation, and your latter End is what GOD 
calls you to confider in a ſpeciat Manner: Death 
may well be called all Mess latter End, becauſe it 
placeth them all in an. unchangeable State, either of 
Happineſs er Miſeric, and who will not wiſh to 
Die well, eyen a Belaem cried out, Les me die the 
death of the Righteous, and let my latter end be like his; 
to bear in mind how frail you are, is the way to 
2 you ſo. to number your days, as to apply 
your Hearts to real Wiſdom: Beware of trifling 
away precious Time as to many do, ſtudy to fill 
up every part of Time with proper duties, and be 
ſare to chuſe the Way that leads to a happy latter 
end; de with all your might whatever your bands 
find to do, for there is no Work, Wiſdom, Device 
or knowledge in the ſilent Grave whether you haften, 
all Sin will be bitterneſs in the latter end, therefore 
gaurd againſt it, for the Wages of Sin is Death, and 
will make the fting of it terrible. 


This now is the accepted Time and the Day of 


Salvation, ſe ſpend Time as in it to work out your 


own Salvation with fear and trembling, for as the 


Tree falls it will ly ; frequently think on Death, 
Judgement and Eternity; there will he 2 Reſurrec- 


don both of Juſt and unjuſt, and Godhath * 
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Books be opened, and every ene muſt give an Ac- 


it. I ſhall ſhut up this Advice by telling you 
Dear Children, what will be a good cordial for a 
erer dying Soul, when going through the ſhadowey 


„Vale, to be able to ſay with the ſweet Singer of 1+ 


rael, eltho% my Houſe be not fo with God, yet hath he 
made with me aw everlafling Covenant, well ordered in 
all things aud ſure, and this is all my Salvation and 
al my defire, tho" he make not my outward comforts to 
grow. II. Sam. 23. 8. And to be aHfowed the well 
grounded Hape, of his ſupporting and comforting 
preſence, through the Shadowey V ale, then may 
one ſay in the proſpe& of Death, I wil! fear none 
ill, for thou art with me. Plal 23.4. 

Sweet alſo will be the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
ſcience in dying Moments, II. Cor. 1. 12. For our 


rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of eur Conſcituce, that 


in Godly ſimplicity and fincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſe 
dam, but by the grace of God, we have had our con- 


verſaiion inthe World, How ſweet will this be when 


the Spirit bears witneſs with our Spitits, that we 
are the Children of GQD, Rom. viii. 16. How ra- 
vithing-will it be to hear our Lord ſay, We! done 


good and faithfull: Servant, enter thou into the joy af 


thy Lord. Matth xxv. 21. O ſtudy to be fonnd in 


Chriſt, cloathed with his Righteouſneſs, and give 


all diligence to make your Calling and Election 
ſare, and fo an abundant entrance will be miniftred 


to you, into the Heavenly Kingdom of our Lora 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: If once you know in 
whom you have believed, then may you chearfully 


ſhake hands with cold Death, and cry out with the 2 
Wu | rolle | 


d a Day wherein he wil Judge the Woild in righ= «._ 5 | 
-ftcouſneſs by the Man Chriſt Jeſus, then in. i the 
he 
by ount of all the Deeds done in the Body whether 
Ihey have been good, or whether they have been 


te- 
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| Apoſtle, II. Er. v. 1. We know that aphex the earth» fie 
| ty houſe of our tabernacle hall be diſſolued, we houe « fig rei 
| building of God, @ kouſe not made with hands, which pref 
Will be eternal in the Heavens. And with Job xix. th 
25. I know that my Redeemer liveth, and thathe | 
«ſhall fand at the latter Day upon the Earth. And 
s thy) after my Skin, Worms. deſtroy this Body, 
yet in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee God, whom 1 hall 
« fee for my ſelf, and mine eyes ſhall behold, and 
not another: tho* my Reins be conſumed” within 
me. And why may not we who that blefſ. 
ed Hope, cry out with Holy boldneſs, 0 Death 
» where 13 thy Sting, Even ſo Amem come, come q-iichly 
Lors Seb: oo: EEE Fe 
Dear Children, my laſt Advice to you is, ſee that 
e ſtudy perſect Holineſs in the fear of the Lord, 
e ye Holy, as lie who has called you is Holy, in 
all manner of Converſation, for without Holineſs 
no Man (ball ſee the Lord; and every one that hath | 
the well grounded Hope of ſeeing Gad as he is, 
muſt purifie himſelf as he is pure. Pray much 
then for the Spirit of Holineſs, and for your en- 
couragement remember, that Sanctification is pro- 

{ mailed to the Lord's People, and therefore they may 
> as their Priviiedge, and ſhould as their Duty, go 
daily to GOD by Prayer and feek it; that it is 

promiſed is plain from £Ezek, xxxvi. from the 23. 

Verſe, to the 32. as allo Micgh vii. 19. and Rom. vi. 
14. Yea it is not only promiſed, but it is a part of 

Chriſt's purchaſe to his People, as you may ſee, 

"Tit, ii. 14. Heb. x. 10. Eph. v. 25. 26, 27. Job. xvii. 

19. I. Cor. i. 30. Cel. i. 22. I: Joh. ili. 8. I. Peter i. 

I. | INTL * | | 

Having then ſach great and Precious Promiſes, 

IF © fee that in Dependance on the Spirit ef Chrift, ye 

If cleanſe your ſelves from all filthineſs of the Fleſk || 
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